- 


ry e. (RAY uk 
; ven, nes, AND\MAWMAN) Foun,” 


* 


1 


5 N 10 4 P OY : 


=—_ 


r; oT 4 


8 eki el n, 


Q g 
a — p 


„ ** N . 1 AND « 


*% 


TY 
b - 


AND 
*. * 3 
III LEEDS. 12 . 


* 


* N IG” — 
A 


"% 7 5 


4 
8 


Was 
WS 
. ” 


> 
w 


" bY 
— 


1 


IS Ld PEER, * 8 225 
x 238 1K 5 


1 $43 


— — —— ————— bcc on wn 4 er —— — — 


* Rs. 40 24th +. 0 —ñ — —e— — 


„ 


> ' : — 
0 2 * * ® „ Y + 
; 4 t \ l . : J ve L \ . 12 
2 233 n „ 
* * i 4 * 
1 9 : : 65" E 2 
} g 7 1 X 
8 * ** ? 4 
1 5 1 \ _ 2 — 


1F an” on 3 ng the is following e e Ye 
| Foul think them too general an attack on the „ £56 
3, and not ſufficiently confined to George 1 5 
Ham; I may anſwer fuch „ | 


: Firſt, That I have in the outſet made a „ dif... 
tinction between the moderate and the intolerant.” 


And ſecondly, That had 1 conteived all that © 
was. amiſs amongſt the Clergy, to center with G. 
 . Markham ; I believe nothing he has done or wrote 
would have fo far engaged my attention. 
Thirdly, However the Clergy may differ in 4-0 
public or private charatters, the call and mainte- ' _ 15 


4 all, Aand on the ſame foundation. | ; 


 Fourthly, Some late publications in defence of; 
Tithes, the ſucceſſion of the Clergy, &c. were 
additional intitrments to an efſay of putting the 5 
Holy Scriptures in the ſcale againſt the Pope's De- 
 Erees, and human inſtitutions, which in che balance, 
appear lighter than vanity, 


And now reader, without further apology, 7. re- 3281 

commend to thee (after the example of the noble. 

Bereans 4 4o ſearch the Scriptures whether A 
Wings are * . it. _ 


\ 4 7 45 


* 
” # 
* 
* 
a a 
0 Fs — 
- a by, ! 
* 
* 
i 
* 
— 5 
_ 1 
* 
4 gf 8 s - ' 
- \ 
1 - N 
f 7 a of . 
| — 
2 
. 8 
1 7 
. 
N mn 
j *« p — q 
' * by Rs — 
1 
8 
$ \ 
” „ 
. 4 
* 5 » 1 
i * 
. 
1 P 
Y 
* 
4 
* 
is * 
I a A } 
1 . N 
0 Ll 
4 o 
1 N 1 
Ky 1 
0 5 % 
* * 0 
* * 
2. : ; 
% - 8 ; . * 
* * —— + —— 2 —ͤ — ＋ * — — 5 — —— ” 
* _ * — — —— > CS ñ — — r N Jay's N LEY ”T 1 FIFTY! 
8 2 * — 2 * 3 0 1 3 1 4 a 4 4 2 ITT 22 222 — + — - — 22 note — — rh, — 
+ ** * 2 — — — — 5 ———ůůů—ðe 22 — ny * 


— 1 - —— - * — _ R » 24.44 . * —— — — — « . — - * — J 
ar gy _s — _ - ꝶ6ꝶ6ã +, ee es er * * - — — — 1 —— — — — —— — — % * #4 $1.9 — mn —— en eve — 1. — CR ² Ne CCC nn Oe TIVES 


1 . 
! « fps Ul ? ** 5 8 1 + 90 
1 411 { « 44 IP LIT EEG 1 HKEDS 
3: 146d kT £163 1 +64 4 7 * B e r Fi rams ct) Se ff 
* * * 5 % s #F? p £ . T5 "LF | Dine „ 1712 
1 + 44+ "$2 1 22 . iin „ 
: 8 þ | " 
| „ A LOOKING. CLASS 
pls fa : - 1717 rer IL > 393 * * i FEES 4 2 
$ 249111 913.3354 £35. 3 ige 8 21 81 D181 
* 7 - 4 _ b - * = 
| Ane S901 $7044 net e e 
5 , F a; pl 7 1 
3 Jets 4 : a . L 2 "6.26 f ©. s # % i ob IT , 4 Tx . 
\* "Y A 4 * 1 1K p * 7 2 
o ro ri — 15 | | , 
329 e e 548 1 * if +; 443 [ "Mp I ow. k &S 
% * , . * 5, 4 % 
I, 1 SR 5 : 
1 23} : | 8 N OTF: % #44 24 1181 
\ =. * „ } "3 1 ©. 85 : : 
244 10 „ 5 1 -»+ $#5 + ; $26.44 2 8 2 7 2 LE 2 3 5 
' 4” b . 7 * 1 a 55 — 2 * 4 « y 
Li following remarks are, principally confined. 
4 : ; 2 8 2 0 y w HAS 14 4 7 4 TELLS * #15 x "  * 6-8 
to fuchparts of GzonGce MarKknan's Book, as re- 
* * f he 7 | RT; ow %* : * 


ne gonche people called Quakers, in gene: f 


4 


of Chtiſt, in a book entitled © Iutſ for the Seek- 


duced me to enter the field againſt this goliah, tho' 


* 45 , (, 3 — 2 ; : 5 my 422 3 * : 1 4 0 
2, —20. f Cor. xxi. 9 Rom. x, 1, 


„ 

as deſtitute of artificial weapons as David was, when 
he went out to meet the great Philiſtine ; believing 
that no great {kill or learning is neceſſary (in fo 
good a cauſe,) to turn this adverſary's own ſword 
againſt himſelf; and if in this attempt any of the 
clergy ſhould be touched, who do not countenance 


G. M. either in his proceedings, or in his ſtate- 


ment; ſuch may be aſſured, that nothing herein is 
intended to claſs the moderate and the intolerant 
together; for notwithſtanding, we teſtify againſt all 
tithes, and more eſpetially a forced exattion of 


them; even in the moſt eaſy way, as an anti-chriſ- 
tian impoſition, unknown even under the law of 


Moſes : yet we arc nevertheleſs ſenſible of the com- 
parative moderation of ſome who are veſted with 
the fame powers by the law of the Jand as others 
who proceed very differently, both as to the quan- 
tity and the manner. © | ; 3 
I xeſpect many of the clergy as men, and tho' I 
eannot receive them as minil:ers, I charitably hope 
that ſome amongſt them are religiouſly diſpoſed; 
who Have not yet ſeen through the prejudice of 
education and tradition, which is often'as a thick 
cloud, yet not impenetrable by the rays of golpel 
light, which has diſcovered to ſome in this 

that they were out of the practice of the miniſters of 
Chriſt; that their miniſtry had not been received of 
him, and that their maintenance was contrary to his 
appointment,* and theſe being faithful to-convic- 


tion, have renounced their claim to tithes,” and the 
miniſtry that they had received from man; and 1 


have no doubt but divers others may be under ſome 
ſerious exerciſe of mind, at times, on this account, 
for whom I feel an earneſt ſolicitude, that they may 
not ſuffer temporal intereſt, nor any deluſive views 
* A remarkable inſtance of this kind in Richard: Claridge, 


formerly Rector of Peopleton, in Worceſterſhire, which I may 
ercafter notice. FTT © oe ode wang 2-6 
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mation is wanting) to books already publiſh 


1 


of worldly honour, to prevent an impartial examina- 


tion of the ground on which they ſtand; but let the 
example of Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord, be their 
encouragement to faithfulneſs; had he prefered. 
apparent intereſt, he could not have been honourcd, 


as a leader and feeder of the Lord's people; but by 


faith he was enabled even to refuſe the honours of 
a court, “ efteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater 


riches than the treaſures of Egypt,”* but ſuch as ſuf- 


fer covetouſneſs to blind their eyes, and“ Rebel 
againſt the light; they know not the ways thereof? 
nor abide in the paths thereof, F and will arrive to 


that ſtate of hardneſs of heart, to call evil good, and 


even to I pluck the fatherleſs from the breaſt, and to 


take away the ſheaf fromthe hungry,” but if we be- 


lieve 5 There is a ; God that judgeth in the earth 
what. account will theſe have to render, when he 
maketh inquiſition in righteouſneſs, _ Ps 
The people called Quakers have borne their 
teſtimony againſt tithes, not only by tulfering for re- 
fuſing the payment, but by rendering || * Reaſons 
ol the hope that is in them” in ſeveral treatiſes on 


that ſubject, which —_ founded on the New 


Teſtament, and ſupported by the authorities of holy 
men, from that time to the proteſtant martyrs; and 
ſince, by ſome as judicious and learned as any this 
country has produced; the authority and evidence 
againſt a compulſive maintenance being thus incon- 
teſtable, their writings remain unanſwered, otherwiſe 


than by. that ſummary. and concluſive argument 


OWEY, 
Wherefore, it need not be expeRted, that I ſhould 
here enter at large into the ſubject of tithes ; my 
view being only curſory remarks on G. Markham's 
ſtrictures, and to refer the publick, 5 
ed, ſome 
of which are quoted in the following pages. 
1 * Sfalnn wi 1 ( 3 8 
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| Aﬀer giving ſome account of the motives to s bis | 
[> publitation, G. Markham in ſtrong terms mentions 
his own diſapprobation of 7ithes, which, perhaps, I 
may notice in another place, and therefore paſs on 
to the account of his induction to the Vicarage of 
Carleton, (Page 4) as ſucceſſor to Henry Tenant, 
whom he calls, “a poor eaſy, indolent old man,” ſor 
neglecting his tithes; but not one word About the 
flock whether they were neglected or fed; this 
ſeems a matter of ſo little conſequence ''to G. M. 
that like a mercenary „ hireling, (whoſe own the 
ſheep are not)“ greedy only of the /at and of the 
| wool,+ he pays no regard to the health or ſafety of 
4 the flock, aſter fifty years expolure under an indo- 
| lent ſhepherd; but goes on lamenting only the defi- 
ciency of tithes, and blaming his predeceſſor (Who 
from his account, muſt have been a better man than 
himſelf), for not exacting from the people what he 
did not yant,; for he ſtates the late incumbent's in- 
come in the pariſh of Carleton, to be ga pounds a 
year, almoſt ſolely reſulting from the glebe; that "ho 
had another more valuable living —a good private 
property, and no family. Good reaſons, I 
think, (even if tithes had been a goſpel dee 
for not exacting more 4 
1 After mentioning how many years < the Quakers | 
. were in arrears for the little payments which were re- 
5 ceived. from other pariſhoners,” G M. proceeds 
i “ F inding the pariſh in this wretched ſtate, & c. 
| 2 What wretched ſtate? State of the prieſt's revenue; 
[} This it ſeems in clerical language is the pariſh ; the 
I people no where hinted at, otherwiſe than as'relates 
e 1 J 910 
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1 | : * John x,—12. ; + Ezek, xxxiv,.—3. 


1 4 If we are in want, we may partake equally with the poor; 
. but if we privately poſſeſs as much as is ſufficient for us, then 
| they (1, e. tithes) are not ours, 


Augus. Ep. 50 ad Bonifa, 


. 
tothe prieſt's income; no not ſo much as a man 
mighii be expected to deſcribe, his cattlè, if he wrote 
of his farm, his milk and his wool. But how ex- 
aclly does this correſpond with the marks of the? 

falſe prophets and hirelings, as deſcribed in the 
ſeriptures, who fed themſelves, and not the flock; 1 
looking to their un way, every onen ſort his gain 
from his guartrr.“ We are not to expect “ grapes 
of thorns: nor ugs, of thiſtles !“ Being thus 
(warned by Chriſt himſelf againſt the falſe teachers 
that ſhould come in his name) we know:the tree by 
its fritit. i: e 55 R 3 11789 wen n; ' 
Beware, ſaid Chriſt, of falſe prophets, which 
come unto you in ſheep's clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wotves.” (Matt. vii. ver. 15 & 166. 
 —Ezekael cried, ,: Wo be to the ſhepherds of I. 
& Tacl; that feed themſelves, ſhould not the ſhep- 
% herds ſeed the flock : Xe eat the fat and ye 
« clothe you with the wool; ye Ailiitbem that are 
+ fed, but ye feed hot the flock ; the di ſeaſed have 
ce ye not ſtrengthened, neither have ye healed that. 
„% which was ſick, neither have ye bound up that 
« whichwas broken, neither have ye brought again 
that which was driven away, (whether perſonally; 
by rigorous exaction and oppreſſion, or ſpiritually, 
& by ill example and covetouſneſs); neither have 
«« ye ſought that which was loſt, hut with Horce and 
“with cruelty have ye ruled them: Therefore, O 
e ye ſhepherds, hear the vord of the Lord Behold 
% am againſt the ſhepherds, and I vill require my 
«« flock at their hands, and cauſe them to ceaſe from 
feeding the flock 3 neither ſhall the ſhepherds 
feed themſelves any more, for I will deliver my 
«flock: from their. mouth, that they may not be meat 
for them” B ieee lone wins Mr ant,” 
| 175 Vit Ae ; : Matt. vii, —16. 
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_ nels” 1 Tim. vi, —5. 


45 


. Behold, now, what a clear mirror! wherein even_ 
theſe greedy ſhepherds and ſalſe teachers might dil- 
cover themſelves. if the love of gain had not blind- 


el their eyes; but tho' theſe blind leaders of the 


blind cannot fee, or ſeeing, will not acknowledge: 
yet do they bear the ſame image, and pro- 
duce the. ſame fruits with their forefathers, above 
deſcribed. Vea, are they not the very generation 
mentioned by the apoſtle. Men of corrupt minds 
and deſtitute of truth, ſuppaſing that gain is godli- 


* 


And now having ſhewn a little, that theſe greedy 


tithe · purſuing prieſts anſwer. well the deſcription of 


the falſe: teachers, which had been foretold ſhould 


come; leſt any doubt ſhould remain, let their con- 
dutt be contraſted with the true miniſters, and then, 


it will fully appear to what claſs they belong, and 
whether they be the: miniſters of Chriſt, or the ſer- 
vants of Antichriſt. e ee 8 
We read in the. Acts of the Apoſtles, that, Paul 
haring called the elders of the church of Epheſus, 
made this appeal unto them. „ Xe know that 
from the firſt day that I came into Alia, after what 
4 manner I have been with you at all "a5 jos - ſerv- 

* ing the Lord with all humility of mind; and with 

6 many tears and:temptations which beſel me by 
ci the lying in wait, of the Jews: I kept back no- 
«. thing from you.that was proſitable unto you, but 


4: have ſhowed you, and have taught you publickly,. 


. and from houſe to: houſe; 'teſtifying-to both Jews 
, and Greeks; repentance:towards God, and faith 

« towards our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt ;: and now behold; 
« I go bound: in the "ſpirit unto Jeruſalem, not 


. knowing the-things that ſhall befal me there; ſave 
e that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, that 


bonds and afflictions abide me; but none of theſe 
things move me, neither count I my life dear 


see Adds 20th chap. ver. 18 to 28. 
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© unto myſelf, ſo that I might finifh my courſe 
« with joy, and the miniſtry which I have received 
of the Lord Jeſus. Take - heed, therefore, 
„ (ſaid he) unto yourſelves, and to all the flock, 
„Over which, the Holy Ghoſt hath made you over- 
 % ſeers; to feed the church of Cod which he hath 
« purchaſed with his own: blood.“ Now, mark the 
difference, to feed. the church, and not to feed on it, 
and caſt into priſon for the fleece: but the apoſtle 
forefaw the apoſtacy that would take place, and 
therefore having given his charge to the elders, he 
proceeds to give the reaſon of his concern: viz. 
* «© For 1 know this, that after my departing, ſhall 
4 .grievous wolves enter in amongſt 2 not ſparing 
le flock,” and he leaves this further teſtimony of 


* 
4 * 1 


his own diſintereſted conduct. I have coveted 
. no mans ſilver or gold, or apparel; yea, ꝓe your - 
« .ſeIves know that theſe hands have miniſtered te 
my neceſſities, and to them that were with me. 
Here; was an honourable miniſter, who tho la- 
-bouring abundantly in the work of the goſpel, both 
„ publickly and from houſe to houſe,” yet his the 
and his glebe were the labour of his hands, out of 
"which he, alſo aſſiſted others; and he recommended 
bis example to his ſucceſſors, even as he had learned 
of: Chriſt, to preach freely; cloſing his exhortation 
and inj unttion in theſe words: * I have ſhewed 
« yow all things, how that . /o labouring ye ought to 
« ſupport the weak, and to remember the words of 
„ the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid—It is more bleſſed 
to give than to receive.” f 5 
No let any one who calls himſelf a chriſtian, (of 
vhatſeever denomination) compare this with the 
language and condutt of George Markham, and if 
the understanding be not darkened by interest, or a 
vicious life, I. think it must appear that he cannot 
be à minister of the ſame goſpel that Paul was, nor 


* Acts xX, —29. 5 + ib. v. 4. 7 ib. v. 35, 
ſerving 


2 - 6 >) 
i | fetving the dite master that he Ae for the 
pl I ſame fountain ſaith the apostle James, ibannot 
. = produce both ſweet' water and bitter,“ the Tanſe 
i ] apostle appeals 1 to'the understanding Alter this ma- 
i, ner. Cartthe fig tree, my brethren,” bear olive 
| berries, either a vin gs; bi een no foun atain Hoth 
0 7 ſalt water and frech. * i Hi Poledony © 
1 | Christ is the fountain of all golpel mihtgtey z le 
1 gavelhis lifes for his'ſheep; and many of his' faichful 
vt fvants have laid: down their lives for the teftimony 
that he called them to bear, and 2n fulſling th. 
11 ministry which they had received of him. "How 
1 AAifferent this from the ſpirit of ſuch ministors as can 
| wakeaway the lives, oreven the liberty or property 
= f thoſe h“ they pretend to instrutt in religion. 
| üt ad no man can be more ſairly jadged than out of. 
it FHs bh anduth; I now return Back to G. M's ac- 
my gut öf the e, TIT; tithes; which he ſays, is “ A 
. Claim if jtrieüs to che agricultural, the best interest 
1 "Sf the country; It creates and keeps alive perpetual 
if *animoſities; © that no man difapproves, no man de- 
5 tests it more than he does. vas: Ie > 
"oy „ owbecholdin this confeſſioi how he condemneth 
"F himſelf; 'nqt-only ec jn the thing Which he alloweth,” 
= Wut Which he exatts with a rigour unparalleled in 
Uo . 'thefe times; oy vv liat greater proof can there be that 
nn 2ithes under the gofpel'arc in2anti-chrivfiah uſurpa- 
i: | Xi91z than the evil effefts that are here admitted by 
1 G. M. who To tenaciouſly purſued them, as to im- 
* Prifon even untif death onè who denied-his claim ; 
and it ſeemed more than probable that ſeveral con- 
fined at- his ſuit would have found no other releaſe, 
had not his power been over-ruled, andtheir bonds 
; broken by a higher authority. 
Nou let me again appeal to the anderſiandinge of 
men, (unblind ed by intereſt) how does this accord 
Jon the. 3 of Paul, which I have _ 


3 * James Iii, —12. XS 


Tx ) 
ar how doth it not accord with the . grievous wolves; 
which he faid would enter, not ſparing the flock.” 
Paul teftified, that in every city, bonds and afflic; 

tions awaited him; the miniſters of Chiiſt, and the 
ſheep of Chriſt have in every age been the perſequt- 


' ed; and the miniſters of Anti-chriſt, the wolves, have 


been the perſecutors. Sheep was an appellation 
given by Chriſt to his followers :. but how contrary 


s all violence to the nature of a ſheep, and how ac. 


cardant with the nature of a wolf, io tear, devour, 
and ſcatter; which applies well, not only to the ra- 
pacious ſeizure of mens” perſotis; taking them from 
their ſamilies and caſting into prifon, to the ſeparation 
of huſband and wife, parents and children, but alſo to 

the breaking up families, by preventing honeſt a 
induſttious men from following the occupations, by, 
which they ſubſiſted; and all on a claim pretended 
to be for religious ſervices. b | 


Nor is this anti- chriſtian ſpirit and its fruits con- 
fined to theſe extraordinary. caſes, its effects are, 
more general, it falls as a blight upon the labour of 
the lufband-man; and prevents the earth from yield - 
ing her increaſe; this even G. M. admits to be a 
conſequence of the tithing ſyſtem, which he alſo ad» 
mits to be the Cauſe of creating and keeping alive 
& perpetital animoſities. 1 

Now; if there were no other proof againſt tithes, 


under the goſpel, (of which there are many, and none 


for them ;) is not this ſufficient Or has Chriſt the 
prince of peace ordained that his miniſters fliould 
derive their ſubſiſtence; by means productive of 
ſv much evil and ftrife ; “ for where envying and 
ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every evil work.” 
James 111,15; But the Lord is not the authot 
of confuſion, but of peace.“ Thus has G. Mark- 
ham, at one ſtroke, (tho' perhaps unwittingly,) laid 
waſte the immenfe labours of his brethren, the cler- 
gy ; (chat ſtrutture of ſand, with leſs than a ſandy 
foundation, ) the divine right of tithes as a goſpel 
| - CC. maintenance, 


* 


FS 
maintenance. But the people of theſe kingdoms 
being half awakened out of that ſottiſh fleep, which 
the cup of the dregs of popery had brought upofi 
them, when even princes and kings ſo readily yield- 
ed their necks to this anti- chriſtian yoke, believing, - 
(being ſo perſuaded by the prieſts,) that giving 
tithes would expiate ſins.“ I ſay people's eyes be- 
ing half open towards the impolition, (cho not to 

view it clearly) the prieſts think it time to ſhift their 
gronnd while ſome. influence remains with them; 
and are not only willing to exchange their pretend- 
ed divine r1ght for an human law, but even to ex- 
change the law of tithes, for an eſtabliſhment more 
productive, and which they may think more perma- 
nent; leſt by the more bright ariſing and ſpreading 

of goſpel light, the miſts of ſuperſtition, and igno- 

rance be ſo diſpelled, that people ſeeing more clear- 
ly, will no longer © ſpend their money for that which 
is not bread, and their labour for that which Jatrsfi- 
eth not. T But G. M. proceeds in his teſtimony 
uche 28 2575 Pong regs 
It reflects diſcredit, and produces diſſent and 
& oppoſition to our religious inſtitutions, It de- 
& grades the clergy in collecting it; and it does not 
& anſwer its deſign when collected.“ it 
l Nov 


* ith. — 
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*The preamble of King Stephen's Grant." 


et Recauſe through the providence of divine mercy, we know 
it to be ſo ordered, and by the churches publiſhing it far and neur, 
every body has heard, that by the diſtribution of alms, perſons 
may be abſolved irom the bonds of fin, and acquire tle rewards 
ot heavenly joys. I, Stephen, by the Grace of God King of 
England, being willing to have a part with them, who by an 
happy kind of trading, exchange heavenly tbings for earthly; 
for the ſalvation of my own ſoul, and the ſouls of my father an 
mother, and all my forefathers and anceſtors, &c.“ | 

N. B. Here may be ſeen the grand impoſture of the-Prieſts in 
the pretext, which they publiſhed far and near, 

' J. Iſa, Iva. | 


* 


e 


Nov if theſe aſſertions are true, they go very 
fully to prove that the whole pretenſions of the 
clergy to tithes is a groſs impoſition, becauſe the 
ground on which they were claimed, and on which 
the laws of tithes were made, is abandoned; for 
ſurely none will be ſound hardy enough to ſay, that 
a divine ordinance has in every reſpett failed of its 
object; that Christ has appointed a maintenance for 


his miniſters, which reflects diſcredit, and produces 


diſſent and oppoſition to religious institutions; 
that creates and keeps alive perpetual animoſities; 
that degrades his ministers in collecting it, and that 
does not anſwer its deſign when collected.“ Now. 
the ſubſiſtence, that we read, Christ did ap- 
point his ministers did anſwer its deſign; it did nei- 
ther degrade the ministers, nor burden thoſe that 
were ministered unto; it did not create diſſent, op- 
poſition, and animoſities. The work of 5 a 
ouſneſs is peace, and the effett. of righteouſneſs, 
quietneſs and aſſurance. for ever,” but the work of 
unrighteouſneſs is diſhonest gain, and the effect of 


It, is animoſity, contention, and hardneſs of heart, in 


ſuch a degree as to; © call evil good, and good evil.” 
But the ſpirit of the goſpel is, f peace on earth 
and good will to men. ̃ x 
When Christ ſent forth his first ministers without 
purſe or ſcrip, they returned with this testimony, 


that they had lacked nothing; I as they had received 


the gift, even ſo they ministered freely; and the 
people who received their testimony, as freely ad- 
ministered to their neceſſities; they partook of 
„ ſuch things as were freely ſet before them,” 


agreeably to the injunttion of their Lord: This is 
the goſpel maintenance; and even ſo, * they that 
preach the goſpel live of the goſpel,” for as the 


ministry is Christ's free gift, even ſo the. ſubſistence 
of the ministers, while engaged in travelling abroad, 
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6 
is the free bounty of the ſvints; and when not hs 8 
engaged in travel it was the praftice of the-Apoſ- 
tles, which they Tecommended to their ſueceſ” 
fors, as hath been ſhewn, to follow ſome honeſt call. 
ling; not only for their own ſupport, but to help 
others ; but what is the practice or advice of the 


apoſtles to ſuch as George Markham; he boldly 
afferts (to the diſgrace of the chriſtian name 


c That all the tithes as now collected and appro- 
<« priated throughout England, do not/furniſh one 


&« fifth part of a rational maintenance to a uſeſul pa- 
* rochial clergy.” What a declaration! Is not this 
indeed ſelfithneſs without diſguiſe,” which are his 
own expreſſions applied tothe Ouakers, as pen ane 


| as liberality could be applied to himfelf. 


In reading this man's "expreſſions, I cannot help-, 
feeling for the more liberal amongſt the clergy ; 
how muſt they bluſh and be aſhamed for @ ſhame- 
teſs brother, vho is indeed repreſenting them worſe 
than'ravetious wolves, which, 'tho' rapacious from 
hunger know fome bounds dhen they are filled; 
but bal a pariſh * is ſcarcely ſufficient to ſatisſy this 
"man's craving, for even this he calls not a e 
maintenance. 

The faithful 1e of Cheiſt ts this very day 
have the ſame'teffimony 1 to bear'to the all-cathetert 
ſupply of Him who ſends chem forth, as the difci- 
les of old had, that they | have lacked nothing ; do 
not therefore - thoſe | that ate lacking and . craving 
(like the „ horſe-leach, crying, give, giver) plainly 
declare that they are not the eee an Rac 


ent by him. 


Hefe it may be obſerved, how: for a e 
prieſt can Turpaſs the papiſts in covetouſnefs. When 
people gave tithes as pure alms in their on free 
dom, one ner of the tithe was een fe even ;by 


* Five tenths, being one half. 


+ Neither would the ie payerscall it fo. 


the 


3: 
the Pope, ſufficient for the maintenance of | the 
prieſts; the other three fourths went to the poor, 
the biſhops, and the building and repaits of places 


of - worſhip, - (very | improperly called churches.) 


But now, after the whole tithes have been ſeized on, 
and long poſſeſſed, hy a proteſtant cor ned clergy 
one of them ſtands forward to wit, George Mark- 
ham by name; and boldly declares, that the whole 
tithes'as now collected and eee do not furs 


nit one fifth part of a rational maintenance: this is 


only a twenty-fold addition, or rather multiplication, 
of what the Romiſh prieſts received when tithes were 
firſt granted to tljemn. . 


It mould alſo be conſidered, that tiches being i. 
proportion of the produce: (or a money payment hx 
agreement in lieu thereof, ) always keep pace with 


the times; let proviſions or other neceſſaries of 


life be as they may, a tithe pig is ſtill a pig, and a 


gooſe is a gooſe ; as ehe value of all produce af 
land increafeth, the value of tithes is conſequently 


enereaſed; and that at an additional expence to the 


farmer; he beſides an advanced rent, pays dearer 
for labour, ſeed, caitle, and every thing by which 
titheable articles are raiſed; & tho ſucha part of pro- 


duce as is ſent to market, fells proportionably high- 
er, yet the part that goes to the parſon makes no 


ſuch return; eonſequently, on this ground, tithes 
have increaſed againſt the farmer, with every ad- 


vanee on land, labour, &c. But beſides this con- 
ninued increaſe. in the value of tithes, which muſt 


always keep pace with the © rational” wants of thoſe 


who receive them, there is an increaſe of quantity, 
and conſequentlyof value, from improvement; how 
many thouſand acres of land have been brought into 


cultivation during the preſent century, at an immenſe 

expence; and what immenſe revenues have thereby 

been added to the elergy ? 5 E e 
The tithes as now paid, with this progreſſive in- 


creaſe, is juſtly deemed by reaſonable men, an in- 


tolerable 
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tolerable burden; yet it ſeems to 0. N. a mere 
trifle, not one ſiſth of a rational maintenance for the 


clergy; conſequently, inſtead of one .tenth being 


ſuſſicient, one half is deemed: inſufficient! Here is 
a hint to the flocks what they might expeds if ſuch 
devourers were not parzly.chained. 

It is my deſire on the one band, to old any 


expreſſions improperly harſh or ſevere; and on the 


other, not to be influenced by a falſe delieaey, or 
affect to be wiſe above what is written,” ſo as to 
avoid terms that occur in the holy ſcriptures, and 
have been applied to the ſame ſpirit in all genera- 
tions. The prophet Iſaiah deſcribes the watchmen 
of Iſrael, as blind and dumb, (as to the notice or 
reproof of iniquity) even ſleeping, lying down, lov: 
ing to ſlumber. as to any care of the ;flock, yet 
awake to the gratifications. of their depraved appe- 
tites. His watchmen-are blind, they are all .ig- 


norant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark, 


ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlumber“; (but in 


the next verſe we ſind they are awake, when inzereſt 
is in the way then) © they are greedy dogs which 


can never have enough, they all look to their own 


way, every one for his gain from his quarter.“ * 


Thus many watchmen of the preſent day, w 


watch 


only a; miſtaken intereſt ; negleQing equally, their 


.own; ſubſtantial good, aud the welfare of thoſe from 


whom they exact large wages for pretended. ſpiritual 
care. But alas! drunkards-and prophane perſons 
may paſs unreproved and unnoticed ; yea rather than 
break friendſhip they will drink with them, and 
often © run with them into the ſame exceſs of riot,” 
like people, like prieſt ; and as the falſe prophets of 
old, even ſo theſe, where they are well paid ““ cry, 
peace, peace. But now, obſerve well on what their 
peace is founded; let the moſt ꝓeaceable men in 
he _ withhold tithes, and, _ ſee vhero, the. 


4 See Tfaiak c. wi. x. 10 1 | 
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182 | peace wil 1 Here then comes the infallible. 


10 mark of the miniſters of anti- chriſt , He 4hat put- g * 
8 zeth not into their mouths they even drepere@ar againſt: . 
15 lim n 2 EER. r e ind 

h Now ſeeing the: feripiuies fe clear, reſpecting 
1 the true and falſe teachers, as appears by the con- 
* current teſtimonies of different prophets, and the 
10 7 harmony of the Old and New Teſtament ; who can 
>F be in doubt that does not wilfully reſiſt the _ 
0 that all “ maintenance by force,” is of anti-chriſt.- 

d The learned and judicious John Miſton, on the 
a- paſſage in Iſaiah, f above quoted, of thoſe: proptiets 
n that looked to their:own way, ſays—this was ſpoken 
Ir of ſome more tolerable than theſe prieſts: who: exat᷑t 
Vr tithes under the goſpel, and after reciting the text, 
et he ſays, With what anger then will the Lord 
e- „judge them who ſtand not looking; but under co- 
J- © Jour of a divine right, fetch by farce that which 
<2 6 js not their own, taking his name not in vain, but 
n « in violence! not content as Gehazi was, to make 
ſt « à cunning but a conſtrained advantage of what 
h <« their maſter bids them give freely; how can they 
n but return ſmitten worſe than that enn miniſ- 


et ter with a ſpiritual leproſy.” 


h I paſs over ſome obſervations of G. M's, which 
ir may be noticed, after taking in what ſeemed more 
n connected with the foregoing remarks... 

il He gives ſome quotations from a pamphlet, pub- 
Ss liſhed: by Friends, but never once mentions the title, 
n as if he wiſhed it not to be refered to: ꝙ I alſo paſs 
d over a part of his quotations for the reaſon above 
E Weer. until he.comes t to 6 nen hs have re- 
f 5 tx, f 4 5 | ceived, 
's 3 — REIN e 
r p | 
7 V Micah i iii, —5. : + lvi,-10, 11. 
.. 1 Conſiderations touching the likelieſt means to remove bire- 


Hogs out of the church. 
8 A ſummary of the Hiſtory, Doctrine and Diſcipline of 
Friends, — The Ken to of which, I think, will afford inform 
yon and ſatisfaction to a _ reader, 
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or thofe for whom the work is done, and 


(8) 


ceived, freely pive'; and hence out conſciemious 
refuſab to fappert ſuch a miniſtry by-tithes or other 
means.“ On u uchich he remarks thus, (page 10) 
& But why drop the ordinance here? After freely. 
& ye have received freely: give, the text proceeds, 
% provide neither gold. nor filver in your purſes, 
nor ſerip for your Journey, neither two coats, nor 
yet ſtaves, forthe vorłman is worthy of his meat. 
An ſupplying the remainder of che text it might 


have been expected he had a view to ſome remark, 


but bis leaving it as he found it doth alone fuffici- 


ently prove that it makes nothing to his purpoſic; 


and that he durſt not attempt any analogy between 


the maintenance of the diſciples and that which he 


claims; but tho' he has thus abandoned the ground 


of his own chufing, T think it right to bring him 


back to it again; and to meet him on the text he 
hath quoted, and on the moſt favourite part of it: 
to wit, „The workmamis warthy of his meat, for 
the doctrine of no money in the purſe: will hardly 
bei thought very accordant with G. M's difpobtion; 


after having declared the prefent tithes not one fifth 


of a rational mamtenance, for we know that they do 
afford meat in abundance; and cloaths alſo: „ 
But. no to the point, The workman is worthy 
of his meat.” rom whom let every mechanic and 
labourer in the kingdom be afked the queſtion, will 
not the anſwer be as one voice from the _ 

ſuch as 
attempt to carry it further, not only do violence to 
the text but to common ſeuſe ; what could be more 
plain, or better adapted to every capacity, leſs liable 


to mifconſtruttiion than this : „ The workman is 


worthy of his meat,” yet we ſee how it is wreſted 


- 


and abuſed by intereſted men, as if it were very 


ſound reaſoning, and a natural concluſion that as 


the Iabourer is worthy of his meat, therefore thoſe 
who labour not, and were neither employed nor re- 
ceived are worthy not only of meat, but of much 

N 2 money; 
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money ; or as if becauſe I employ a workman, he 
has therefore a right to demand pay of my neigh-. 
bour who never hired him, and in caſe of refüfal, td 


ſeize on his property, or perſon ; this reaſoning, abs 


jurdas it is, and necding no conſideration, to diſcos 
ver how falſe and unjuſt, yet ſtill more, ill-founded 
is G. M's claim to tithes, on the text above quoted 
for he that ſaid the labourer is worthy of his meat; 
knew that he had qualified theſe workmen, and 
would qualify - all whom ' he fent ; and yet” they 
were to receive from juch only as freely adminiſteted 
to their necellities, tho' they laboured for others; 
It therefore becomes a workman' to prove his quali- 
fication, as well as his employer; for if an artiſt or 
manufacturer eden engages a workman on his profef: 
lion of underſtanding his buſineſs, ' and it fhoul 
aſterwards appear that he was totally incapable, and 
knew not how to handle a tool, would fuch 4 
workman be worthy of his meat; and muft he be 
ſupported in cafe and luxury during life, by thoſe 
on whom he has thus intruded by lſe pretences; 
or would he not rather juſtly deſerve cenſure as an 
1mpoſtor ? | MG end Le 


s 2 


Wherefore theſe ptetended workmen (in vhat 


* * 1 


he hath appointed, which was to © eat fuch things. 
as were Tet before themmm 8 

But the text proceeds further than CG. M. has 
quoted; I may Hherebere aſk him in his own words, 

* Why drop the ordinance here ?” for after ſaying, 
the workman is worthy of his meat, it goes on to 
ſhew how and in what manner, (it neither provides 
tithes nor glebe, but, Into whatſoever city of 


2 


5 Luke 18. N 
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we —— in Pasten hearts the a they Pr 
ae 
_ Were, open 10 dhe publiſhers thereof; but 
eorge Markham makes, no ſuch enquiry or dif- 
8 and therefore he ſhews that he is not upon 
e ſame foundation with the miniſters of Chriſt, 
— he openly declares (Page 5) that his “ Object 
ie was, to recover all vicarial tithes of any value, 
&* without regard, to the religious tenets of any per- 


. ſohs, worth 2 or unworthy, let hem. be Jews, Ma- 
r 


hometans, Barbarians, all the ſame to the Vicar ; his 
objca is che recovering of vithes. from all, not the. 


'of 


fins; hey of. ſinners, nor the building up of the 


in be all as the) liſts if they do big 
ay, Au ill or nothing ; how contrary to the 
| FE 4 I told the e oraire hoy that 


— 1 Brit them; but George Mark- 
ham hero plainly tells the Carltonians, that he ſeeks 
em, but theirs. 

1 nqw. refer. 105 the zoth. chapter of Luke, for the 
8 of Chriſt's ſending out the ſeventy diſciples 
b preach; to whom he ſaid, Go your ways, be. 5 

old 11 {end ou ſorch as lambs am DER. wolves :” 
nqw. has a lamb (an 195 5 of 9 5 innocence 
and defenceleſeneſs,) any Propemuy ower to 

e violence or force, 1.4 aid, 1 end you 

örth as volves 3 lambs, 54 X. hi be 
le to give ſome proof i of ſuch badge of. di ciple- 


the way; and into whatſoever houſe ye 
rſt, ſay, p eace be to this houſe, and if i il e 
de ſon of peace be "thive,” -your peace ſ all reſt 1705 


Ip ;. but to continue t logs 5 carry nei- 
10 ther Fre nor ſcrip, nor ſhoes, Ind ſalute; no 
6 


Matthew xj. 
er it; 


8 6-1 


ve 


( 21 ) | 
«jt; if not, it ſhall turn to you again: and i in the 


'66 ſame houſe remain eating and rinking ſuc! 
« things as they give, for the labourer is worthy 0 


his hire go not from houſe to houſe, —And into 


= whatſoey er city ye enter and 8 receive 0, cat 


« ever city ye enter and they Feceioe you On 
5 


&« your ways out into the nr of the ſat 1185 
| * 


# lf} +3 


It i Tv behoves thoſe 1190 are pot tak 


1 lucrative trade of what they call the goſp 


reparing war ainſt all who refuſe to 5 int th er 
preparitg's wen where Chriſt eve 25 pointed 
other means of ſupply to his miniſters, than thoſe 12 
has here ſo plainly laid down, and which they that 
have a 775 in his doctrine have always « obſerved and 
found cient. ; 

If the diſciples were to ſhake off the very duſt a 
thofe that received not their teſtimony, "what would 
have been the g fee of their maſter; if they | bad 
17 the g of ſuch, or taken berr oods 


Force; and bet all be his language in the great 


day of a account, to thoſe Ccovetous men, who are 
abuſing. his name in fo doing. 

William' Dell, fc rmerly maſter | Convil and 
Caius College, Cambridge, ſays, © The' true pro- 
« phets and mmiſters of Chriſt, do not force-any 
© body to hear them againſt their wills, neither do- 


they yex and trouble them with the ſecular powers 


+ Luke chap. x, v. 3 to 13. ed 
Ds L who 
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be. who will not obey them and ba ſubjeR to them: 
& but they leave all ſuch people as they found 

be them, leſt they ſhould ſeem by their n ta 
& ſeek any worldly thing. Thus Chriſt (ſaid he) 
& when he taught the goſpel, ſtill cried out, he that 
er hath cars to p xs let him hear; and he that had 


* 


not ears to hear he did not puniſh him: And 


& again, ſaith Chriſt, if any man will be my diſci- 
5 ple, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs 
and follow me; and ſtill left men to their own 
<«. freedom, whether they would be his diſciples or 
* no; and as Chriſt did thus himſelf, fo he left the 
£ ſame thing in command with all his true diſci- 
iff ot Then reciting the injunction, to ſhake 


off the duſt of their feet, &c. he adds, „ He doth 
ce not bid them if they be refuſed to betake them- 
6 ſelves to the ſecular power, to get authority from 
& thence to ſtay and abide there, whether they will 
% or no, or qQtherwiſe to puniſh them; but bids. 
e them only to © ſhake of the duſt of their feet,” 

that: they might know they came not for the love of 
, oi oi . 

„„ Wherefore thoſe teachers (ſays he) who for 
$ worldly advantage-jake, will force themſelves 
r upon thoſe men againſt their wills, who do not 
« willingly receive them, &c. they are all falſe 
$ prophets and miniſters of anti-chriſt.” * Here is a 
teſtimony, not of a Quaker, but of a prieſt ; whoſe 
eyes not being blinded by a deluſive intereſt, he 
faw the apoſtatized and corrupt ſtate of the clergy 

and univerſities, and appears to have borne witneſs 
of the ſame; as have ſeveral others from amon 

themſelves, at different times, both before and ſince” 
what is called the reformation. 


| (Thus | 


* See Trial of Spirits in Teachers and Hearers, 
+ Jouw WickxL1Fy, our countryman, who (ſo far as re- 
ſpects man as an inſtrument,) may be called the father of thg 
. reformation; 


# the maintenance of miniſters, is, by whom it ſhould 


„ : 
(Thus hath it pleaſed divine wiſdom and goodneſs. 


10 cauſe ſome rays of goſpel light to ſpring up even 


out of che dark places of the earth” where the pure 


truth is obſcured, not only by groſs immorality, but. 


by heatheniſh logic & heathen philoſophy :) One of 


theſe, who from a love of truth and after the exam- 


ple of Chriſt, has rejected the honours, titles, and 
profits of this world and worldly Church, I would 
ſet againſt an hoſt of mercenary men, who are 


„ Jooking every one to their own way, ſeeking. 
| their gain from their quarter.” Thus ſtand theſe 


impious traffickers in the ſacred Name condemned, 
not only by Chriſt and his apoſtles, but by the faith- 
ful of their own order: therefore, (as Chrift told 
the apoſtate Jews) * ther own children ſhall be their 
judges.” * F 
It may ſeem unneceſſary, to add further on a 
matter in ſelf ſo plain, yet as intereſt doth not eaſi - 
ly yield to truth and reaſon, even when ſupported 
by the cleareſt evidence; I ſhall add the teſtimony 
of John Milton, in alluſion to CG. Markham's favour- 
ite text; to wit, + The workman is worthy of his 
meat. 1 885 | | | 
„The next thing (ſays he) to be conſidered in 


& be 


7 


by » 
Tom 8 7 2 » 1 P * N 


reformation, was maſter of Baliol Colle e, Oxford, and eſteem» 


ed as learned as any in his time: gives ſtrong teſtimony againſt 


Pniverſities and the corruption of the clergy. 

Seeing Chriſt (ſaith he) hath not ae ene theſe Univerſities, 
or Colleges, it is manifeſt that both they and the graduations in 
them are nothing but ſo much heatheniſm.— Specalo Militantes 
Ecclefia, cap. 26. | | | 

Again he faith, if theſe Colleges are in their converſation 
rejected of the Lord, ho doubts, but that to nouriſh them in this 
way, is no alms, bur the fooliſh preſumption of a faction and 
party againſt Chriſt; ſeeing they do deſpiſe the free ordination 
of his ſect, and do 1ather chuſe another /ervile ſect, leſs good, 
as if they would not aſcend into the heavenly Sion, by the ſteps 
which God hath ordained, &e,—De cura aſtorali. : 8 


Matthew xii 27. 


„ 
-- be given: Wherein, tho' the light of rea... 
« might fufficiently inform us, it will be beſt to con- 
& ſult the ſcripture. * * Let him that is taught in the 
„word communicate to him that teacheth in all 
“ good things Gal. vi,—6. That is to fay, in 
6 all manner of gratitude to his ability.—1f we have 
% fown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great matler 
/ we reap vonr carnal things.“ To whom there- 
& fore hath not been ſown, from him whercfore 
F mould befeapen, EH: 52 
„ Fhis is fa agreeable tp reaſon, and fo clear, 
$6 ere, what iniguity and violence 
* hath prevailed ſince in the Church, whereby it 
* hath been ſo ordered, that they alfo ſhall be com- 
pelled to recompence the parochial miniſter, who 
neither choſe him for their teacher, nor have re- 
bei ved inſtruction From him.” And this he juſtly 
calls a violation © of chriſtian liberty.” * I would 
now hope few can be ſo blind (however unwilling 
to yield to'the truth) as, to want further evidence 
on a queſtion, (if it can be called a queſtion) which 
carries a demonſtration with it; to wit, From whom 
the labourer is to receive his hire? and that the prac- - 
tice of George Markham, and all others, who enforce 
payment from thoſe that never hired. them, nor par- 
took of their labour, is contrary to the precepts and 
example of Chriſt, therefore anti-chriſtian; repug- 
nant to reaſon and to all juſt principles, conſequent» 
ly diſhonourable and jmmoral. Thus like the 
wicked prieſts of old, have they deſpiſed the ordi- 
nance of the Lord; they have deſpiſed the mainte- 
nance that he hath appointed, yet theſe like thoſe 
complained of by the prophet Malachi, are ready 
to juſtify themſelves : Hear then the charges, and 
hear alſo how they plead ignorance of doing amiſs ? 
A ſon honoureth his fader, and a ſervant his 
% maſter; if then ] be a father, where is mine ho- 
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* Confiderations, c. 
e & nour: 


T2 
e nour; and if 1 be a maſter, where is my fear, 
« ſaith the Lord of haſts unto you, O ye: _ 
e that deſpiſe my name ; and ye ſay, wherein have. 
« we deſpiſed thy name“; the anſwer was, and is, 
& will be, to all ſuch, “. Ye offer polluted bread upon. 
mine altar: yet obſerve, ſo hardened in prophan- 
ing the ſacred name and office, as to ſay, Where- 
in have we polluted thee ;” hear now the anſwer, 0 
ye tithing prieſts under the goſpel, In that ye 
lay the table of the Lord is contemptible; “ is not 
this language emphatically applicabſe to you, who 
are delpiſing the maintenance that Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed not to thoſe whom he never ſent, hut to 
whomſoever he doth. ſend. If then he that 
deſpiſed Moſes s law, died without mercy, of ho r 
much ſorer puniſhment. ſuppoſe. ye he ſhall be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot. the 
Son of Cod, f denying him to become a free 
teacher and law. giver to his people, in things that 
relate to his ee 

The Vicar's. plea for tithes, (page 11) on the 


ground of antiquity, is an old popiſh argument, and 


a much better one againſt 1 the proteſtant reformers, 
than againſt Quakers ; he ſays, *. The law of tithes 
was eſtabliſhed long before the ſociety of Seckers 
had any exiſtence; it was not adopted in times of 
intolerance, but had prevailed as the univerſal law 
of the land, for centuries. prior to the birth of Geo. 


Fox: the "Quakers have ſet themſelves up againſt 


law, and not the law been eſtabliſhed for the hop 
preiog of Quakers,” , | 
Thas there were 75 L or Grants of Tithes, cen- 

| - - turies 
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wt eee e. = * — 4 Hebrews c' x; v. aw 

1 Ceunci e rather to give authentici ty. to the 
King s decrees, thy n to ot laws that were to bind | abeir-poſ- 
rerity, — 60 ſmith, of Henry II. 

It ſeems they were not atrivedi in thoſe” days to that. height of 
prefumption and folly, ''as to ſuppoſe the living in after ages 


, be fettered and loaded with the * of the dead. 


{ 26 ) 


turies prior to'the birth of George. Fox; is admitcd}; ; 


and then the Vicar'in his turn muſt admit, that this 


his favoured period brings us to the midnight of po- 


pery; and this is the firſt time that J have heard by 


declaration of a preteſtant, that the papiſts were not 
intolerant; but when G. M's own proceedings are 
conſidered, Jam not much ſurpriſed at his good 
opinion of that Ehureh, in which both his marntenance 
and hts min g were founded. | 


But notwithſtanding the decrees ol the Pope, and | 


the Grants, Laws and Canons, that were made for 
the payment of tithes, I'deny that it prevailed as the 


| uni ver ſal Law of the Land fot centuries prior to the 


birth of G. Fox; and fhall hereafter prove the con- 
trary, tho' nothing depends on this that I know of 
but G. M's credit; and ſurely he nzed not have 
riſqued that in a matter, that if eſtabliſhed, could 


add ſo little weight to his cauſe. 


i. 


* As G. Markham gives neither he dite Chad, nor 
the auſpicious reign urider which the law of tithes 


which he alludes to, was made, he leaves us in the 


dark where to find thoſe good days, which he men- 
tions with a degree of reſpect, that is hardly to be 


found in his pamphlet, on any other occaiion : I 


therefore muſt trace them to that ſeat of darkneſs, 
the papal See; for from thence was imported into 
England, firſt, the dottrine of tithes; and after- 


wards, laws for tithes; for whatever the kings or 


people of England did, i in eccleſiaſtical affairs, hiſ- 
tory ſhews beyond contradiftion, that they afted as 
mere tools to the Pope and Clergy ; but as I wiſh 
to reſt nothing on general- aſſertion, (or in'other 
words, not to build on- G. Markham's foundation,) 
I ſhall give ſome extracts from hiſtory, to ſhew the 
enormous height of church influence, or rather anti- 
chriſtian tyranny, that was exerciſed by eccleſiaſtics, 
when ſome of the laws for me PR of tithes 


h ve 


order of Aaron; & even then, he would be at a loſs 


+ etch ff , EE DBONnt, 
\  ** Fred, (one of the Saxon Kings,) implicitly ſnbmitted to 


«+ as 


Tu) 


were made;“ but if the Vicar will derive any 


weight from antiquity, t he ſhould relinquiſh- the 
chriſtian name, and profeſs himſelf a prieſt after'the 


to find precedent for maintenance by force, except 
v when thoſe wicked ſons of Ely were prieſts, whoſe. 
conduct made the people “ abhor the offerings of 
the Lord,” T for which, the fin of thefe- men was 
great before the Lord; they had no authority even 


under that diſpenſation, ) in. which tithes and offer- 
ings were appointed, to uſe violence; but as theſe 


bd * 
pPrieſts 
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aud the kingdom was ia a tait way of being tured inte a papal 
Herr A OE TUD? 201416 DY9 SULTS Be. 
This king's ſucceſſor, Edwy, upon his Tue e 


gate. Efwy having married within the affinity prohibited by 
the canon law, Odo, Archbiſnop of Canterbury, pronounced a 


the iodignation of the church, conſented to furrenger his wite 


to its fury; the biſhop Tent into the palace 4 party of foldiers, 


who ſeized the Queen, and by his orders, branded her on the 
face with à hot iron; ſhe; was then baniſhed to:Treland, from 
whence returning to her huſhand, was ſeized by à party, whom 
the Archbiſhop Pad appointed, and put to death in a manner 
too-ſhocking to relate. Moreover, the Queen is recorded a 
faithful woman, and much beloved by the King; againſt whom 


_ alſo a conſpiracy was formed, at the head of which was Dun- 


ſtan, the Monk. Edgar; the King's younger brother, a lad 
about 13 years of age, was ſet up againſt him, and he was oplie- 
ed te content to a partition of the Kingddht; but dying ſoon at- 
ter, Edgar got pofleffion of the Government ; who being placed 
on 8 throne, by the influence of _ e — = en- 
tirely guided by their direRion in all his ſucceeding tranſactions. 
V 


N. B In bis reign, a law was made for the paymetit of 
. 
+ The non-payment of tithes is more ancient amongſt Chril- 


tians by ſome hundred years, and the claim to tithes was not 


ſet up in the Chriſtian Church, till an apoſtacy in other reſpecłs 


a taken place. See Pearſon's Great Cafe of Tithes. 


} 1 Samuel chap, ii, te the end. 


RS — 


: 4 
prieſts were not content with the method of mainte- 
nance, ordained under the law, eveu ſo ſome now 
are deſpiſing the free maintenauce appointed by 
Chriſt; and the ſame language of divine diſpleaſure, 
that was uſed to the to, is at leaſt equally the 
portion of the latter. Wherefore kick ye at my 
ſacrifice and at mine offering, which I have com- 
manded in my habitation. “ 
But now to return to the tithe laws, in which that 
the Pope and Clergy were prime legiſlators, as well 


as prime impoltors, I think' the authorities here- 


after quoted muſt prove. The preamble of King 
Stephen's Grant, given in the-margin, (page 12) 
doth ſufficiently ſhew upon the face of it, the impo- 
ſition and influence by which the prieſts obtained it, 
as well as the hiſtory of that prince, proves how he 
was ſhackled by the clergy; who, - (notwithſtanding 
his having paid a large ſum to the Pope, for the ra- 
tification of his title,) excited a rebellion againſt 
But as it may probably be objefted, that there 
were laws for tithes long before the reign of Ste- 


phen, I hall go back to the Saxon Heptarchy ; but 


that theſe laws were not, confidered binding on 
poſterity, is clear, from the expreſſions of Stephen's 
Grant, here refered to; for how could it be a 
grant, if due by any exiſting law; and even after 
this grant, the people {till paid tithes in their own 
freedom, to whom and where they moſt approved, 
-as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter ; wherefore G. M. is 
condemned, even by hisfavourite popiſh antiquity ; 
but whatſoever grants or laws of tithes were made, 
they were all on the ground of impoſition, or ſuper- 
stition. h AK 5d . 0 2528 109 Fs 4! | 
Many ofthe endowments of religious houſes, and 
other donations to the clergy, were made on a be- 
lief, that they had begot in the deluded people, that. 
13 * 1 Samuel chap, ii. v. 29. | *. 


fſuch. 


— 


Ca) 


228 al „ . a6 

0 ſuch gifts would ex piate the most airacious crimes.; 
, ; JO rat CoLign MW 5 222 SET OO, 
y thus at the ſame time that the priests enriched them- 
e, ſelves; they encouraged the perpetration of the most 


_ 


borrid deeds. ...'.-!, 


95 Mo 3505 INT OR ig 
y , Olla, King of Mercia, having murdered Ethel--- 
N- „ bert, Kingoſ the East Augles, obtained the Pope's 


, 6 be den ade ſame, on condilion that he would 
66 


at e liberal to the clergy. To, make atonement 
reren . » * 1 
18 ei therefore. for his ſin, Offa gave to the church, the 
C- 5 Tithes of his whole kingdom.“ : 
18 + Queen Alfrith,. (or ;Alfrida,) built a monaste- 
2) ry, to exßiate and make ſatisfaſtion for that most 
o- « foul and heinous fact, wherewith ſo wickedly ſhe 


* had charged: ber: ſoul, by making away King Ed- 


„ward; her huſband's fon; as alſo to waſh out the 


g e murder of her former huſband. TT 
a- | The foregoing. inſtances ſhew the corrupt founda- 
t tion of ſome of the old tithe laws and endowments 
: of religious Nowra ; and tho' other grants and dona- 
re tions to the clergy, may be mentioned, not ſo imme- 
e- diately the effect of notorious guilt; J. yet all the an- 
ut cical e for tithes are upon the ſame ground; 10 
n wit, remiſſion of ſins, as may be ſeen in the charters 
5 of thoſe, who have been accounted the beſt of the 
a Saxon kings; ſome of whom, as Fox (in his Mar- 
er tyrology, faith, © lacked no zeal, but only lacked 
n knowledge,” and that reſpectable hiſtorian, repeat- 
1, e E. 2 „ ing 
is HO 
5 . | = | 8 — 
8 ee penn. 1 Camden's Britannia, p. a2. 
is + Hume ſays, Bounty to the Church atoned for every vio- 
d - lence againſt ſociety : And the remorſes for cruelty, murder, 
"K treachery, gud aſſaſſination, were appeaſed, not by amendment 
it. bf life, But by penances, ſervility to the Monks, and an abject 
and illiberal devotion. ans ent r ee 


The ſeveral kings being extremely impoveriſhed by continual - - 
benefactions to the Church, retained not even ſufficient influ- - 
h ence to ſupport their Government, ——Hume's Hiſtary of Eng- | * 
* und, vol. lot. 5. 61, Ed. of 178g. | 


6 309 
ing the words of Ethelbald's charter, remarks there: 
on, „ How great the ignorance and blindneſs of 


* ſelf once muzzled in that order) was alwa' 5 good 
& and-devout to holy and religious orders, iuſomugh 
„that he gave to them the tithe of all his goods., 
and lands in Weſt Saxony“; which , chatter is 


„ ſins, and remedy of their ſouls, in this donation, 
* .&c. contrary to the information:of Gods 2 . 
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M ther inconvenience which attended this corrupt ſpe- 

l . eee > ſoderſtirious Attache. 
161 cies of chriſtianity, was the ſaperſtitious attac Ment: 
% to Rome, agd- the grad ab ſubjection of 'the King: 
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+ Ethelwolf made a. pfigeiwage to Rome; where 
to che . he made 
a perpetual grant, to ſupport the lamps of eter an Paul. Hume. 
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vanced every.day in his-encroachnents on the:inde- 


* 


pendence of the Engliſh churches. “x | 


1141111 


pop ende ia gommom with: others, and the 
prieſts, Bei 


authorities on that head. | 
But there was 8 previous to the wreſt. 
ing the whole of the tithes from the poor, and with- 
out Which, that could not ſo eaſily have been ef. 
feded, and that was depriving the people of their 
frèedom, in giving where and to whom they pleaſed; 


4 = 4 
ro * . l . — 7 7 * n * 
; 11 * 4 : * 3 A » 4 > * * 4 p- * 


8 1 111 7604 © 486/46 Fe 1 5 i 17 n 5 a 
+ Humes Hiſtory of England; edit. of 1789, vol 1: p. 62. 


| + Suppoſing- heaven to be thereby purchaſed both for the 
living and the dead, as before ſhewn. 1 IH 


G) 


on which I take the following account rom Tear 
ſon. hy 
. Notwithſtanding the many laws, candid? Mey 
&« decrees of Kings, Popes, © Councils and Biſſio] 1 
that every man 'ought to pay the tenth part of his 
&« increaſe, yet was it left to the owner, to confer 
<« jt where he pleaſed, till the year 1200, or there- 
e abouts; when Pope Innocent the third, ſent his 
I decretal epiſtle to the Biſhop of Canterbury, 
0 commanding him to enjoin every man to pay his 
1 & temporal go ade to thoſe that miniſtered' fpimual | 
1 | 6. < things to them; which was enſorced by ee e 
it Þ { cal cenſures ; and this was the beginning of ene 
| 661 ral parochial tithes? in England.“ T c 
i In the margin is an extfatt from the Pope's A b 
. cretal epiſſle, 1 from Coke's Inſtitutes, which. 
01 proves chat theſe “ timès“ were not vefy « 2 
[ 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
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rant“ nor ſafe for us to huiſd our faith upon, and 
thoſe. that do ſo, and would enforce others to the 
ſame, plainly; manifeſt themſelves to be the diſciples 
of che Pope; men purfuing their own intereſt and 
ambition, and no miniſters of the ee 
This decree of the' Pope appears io have been 


made, or at leaſt carried into o effect in the reign of 
443-28 197 7D OO 8 10 ER 
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* Pearſon's Great Caſe of Tithes, . 


+ The Pope's Decretal Epiſtle. 3 
„ Wie having, heard that many within thy dioceſe pay the 
© whole tithes, of two parts of them, not to the churches in the 
l « pariſhes they belong to, ot where they have farms, and from 
[ i 55 which they receive The church ſacraments, but they diſtribute 
| &« them to others, according to their own will. 3 
„ the authority of theſe preſents, grant to thy brotherho 
1 e that it may be lawful for thee upon this, notwsthstanding any 
j % of poſition. or appeal whatever, & c. to bind by eccleſiaſtical cen- 
| | * ture. Let none therefore, &c. Given at Latern, the 24 
{ « day of July.” Cooker Ins, inlet, part II. 
| If the above epiſtle of Pope Innocent, be not George Mark- 
harg's ma Cher charta of reſtrained racing _ he ours f 
toid us where to find it. | 
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6 83 * | 
King John, aha no doubt was a very udp agent 5 


For ſuch buſineſs, while his crown lay at the legate's 
feet. This prince having took an oath, to perform 
whatever ſtipulations the Pope ſhould impoſe. 
The following ſubmiſſon, orany other er- e 
impofition is the leſs to he admired at: to wit. 


4% J, John, by the grace of God, King of England; 


e and Lord of Ireland, in order to expiate: my: fins, 
„Sc. give to the church of Rome, to Pope Innocent 


« ond his ſucceſſors, the kingdom of England, and 
4 all, other prerogatives f my crown:;'1 well here- 
% after hold them as the . vaſſal; I will bz 

& faithful to God, to the churc of Rome, 1 'THE 
„ POPE MY MASTER, Ke.. 

Here I think is Evidence to every eld ain 
how the tithe laws and other papal impoſitions have 
been eſtabliſhed in this country. If we conſider the 
beight of ambition and inſolenee to which the 
Popes, and alſo ſome of the Engliſh Biſhops had 
arrived, and the credulous and abſect diſpoſition of 
the deluded people, it may be eſteemed a fingular 
providence that this country has been preſerved 
from becoming a papal province, governed by a 
prince biſhop, inſtead of a King. 

The following ſhort, yet comprehenſive extract, 
I think may be called a ſummary of the hiſtory of 
tithes, and of the banane Increaſe of. Church 
Power. 

„% When che Pope's aan was OT in a 


2 nation, that nation was divided into biſhopricks, 


6 and every biſhoprick into pariſhes, which are 
«© but of late erection; and till then moſt preachers 
< were ſent out of the monaſteries, &c. and the 
« people did at their own free will, give their tthes: 


and offerings where they pleaſcd.”-- -: - 


«+ Pariſhes. being ſet up, © prieſts appointed: and 
8 tithes paid to them; after forty years Poſlcſzon, 


i * Goldſmith, 


&« what 
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46 what before wagowned as a ift, ab, now elajmed 
et as-a debt, and preſcription was pl Laded by the 
et prieſts, as their juſt tiile; the people then ſeeing 
6 themſelves in a ſnare, began to-contend;” but the 
et imperiaus Pope, nov in à great height f ride 
e and inſolence, to uphold his creature, the. Ny ergy, 
% thundered out his interdict againſt this nation, 
& excommunicated” the King, and frip htened. the 
4 ſubjects with his 'bulls.——And ome now 
“ grown formidable, did highly inſult * over kizgs 
7 ce & princes; witneſs F rederick Barbaro a, Henry 
| * the VI. and other princes of the Empires $ well 
& as our Henry II. &c.“ T 
Perhaps ſufficient authorities bave no been 
non, to ſhew in what manner the tithe laws have 
7 grevailrd for centuries prior to the birth of George 
Fox,” and I think it moſt appear, that they 5210 
prevailed by fraud and violence; that" they are 
equally, repugnant to the doctrines of chriſtianity, 
and to the natural rights of man; yet are they ſpoken 
of with reſpect by a proteſtant miniſter, who is 
bardy enough to declate; that theſe laws were not 
adopted in times ef - fable, and the, 1 785 7 th 
that 
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12 „ The follow ing W of Innotent the W. on Heath of a 
letter from Robert Groſshead, Biſhop of Lincoln, as related by 
Marrgzw PARIS, is 2 ſtriking; of J of of the height of pride, 
to which human nature can exten; If 3 u the ud time that 
it lays claim to a-religivn, which” iyculcates. the mo 442 
 bymgility, and in which thuſe who have rrally made 
advances do the moſt reſemble a 12 e child.* . © 

- i Who is this doating ol 75 — * 25 ee Pope) who boldly 
«and ralhly Rea my doin Peter and St. Paul, if 
„0 our. innate ingenuity did n de us, I would precipitate 
him into ſo great * t at he mould be to the 92 5 
world. a fable, a ſtupor, an — t, and 4 prodigy. 

* not the King of Eng land our vaſſal? and I ſay more, 2 
«ſhave, who can with = nod, Apetlon him and enſlave him 
% to reproach.- Baxter's Ch. Hit. i OE 

+ Matthew Xvili=4. 


+ Pearſon's Great Caſe of Tithes. 
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that I fee to ſcreen him from a palpable fallhoodz 
in this aſſertion, is to conclude, that he does nat 
conceive the meaſures of the papiſts then uſedz to 
be of that nature, from his own near alliance to 
their principles. . CNTR Iv 

I ſhall next examine how far G. Mark ham is cor- 
rect in his favourite popiſh antiquity, in efſerting 
that the law ol tithes had prevailed as the unfverſal 
law of the land for cenivites prior to the birth of | 
George Fox.  . „ ; | | 
The firſt law ſor titkes by an Engliſh Parliaments 
appears to be made in the laiter pait of ihe reign of 
Henry the Eighth, after he ted ſeized on the tithes 
and other revenues belonging to the'monakeries, 
which was about the year 152g, and 26th of his 
reign; and the laws for the recovery of tithes were 
made ſome years after; and not one century prior to | 
the birth of George Fox, which being in 162433 5 
the Vicar has rua Hiarfelf aground on the ſhoals of 
antiquity; and as in lis reign both proteſtants and 
papiſts were burned, on account of their faith, he 
will find no leſs difficulty to; ſupport his aſſertion; 
that the tithe laws © were not adopted in times of in- 
„„ N 
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King Henry having ſeized on the immenſe reves 
nues of the monaſteries, as above hinted ; it may 
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I ſhould not think it very marvelous nor improper, if à 
more virtuout prince than Henry, and from better motives, was 
to conſider, what the proteſtant clergy are doing for, and what 
claim they have to their immenſe . from popiſn 
eſtabliſhments, which are net only inconſiſtent with the goſpel 
of Chriſt, hut repugnant to ſound policy, and the welfare and 
ſafety of a ſtate. Of this, King Charles the Firſt ſeems to have 
been ſenfible, after he had been ruined by the ambition and 
councils of the elergy. Þ | | 
Take heed, (ſaia he, to his ſen,) that outward. circumſtan- 
ses and formalities of religion devour not all; your partial ads» 
_hering to axy ove de gains qu net fo great advantages in ſome 
7 Is E ® 7 | a mens 


( 36 } 
be evidently ſeen, that theſe laws were made more 


to ſerve himſelf than to benefit the clergy (as Pear- 


fon well obſerves), for the Pope's laws giving no 
authority to lay perſons to recover tithes; new laws 
'were neceſſary to enſorce the payment of them; 
which the better to colour over the matter, were 
made in general terms.” The preamble of the firſt 
aft is as follows: B ej 


a ; r . . a 
„ For as much as divers numbers of evil diſpoſed 


. perſons, having no reſpect to their duties to Al- 


ws mighty God, but againſt right and good con- 


„ ſcience, have attempted to ſubtrad and with- 


& hold in ſome places the whole, and in ſome pla- 
©* ces great part of their tithes and oblations, as well 
AE nerfondl as predial, due unto God and Holy 
Church, &c.” | V 

This preamble, as well as the many preceding 
Decrees, Grants, Canons, &c, for the payment of 
tithes, proves, that as there were laws for tithes, be- 


fore the ociety of Seekers had any exiſtence,” ſo there 


were alſo oppolers of tithes, before the people call- 
ed Quakers ; therefore they have not ſet themſelves 


up againſt law, but theſe aws have been ſet up (in 


the reign of anti-chriſt) againſt Chriſt, and in viola- 
tion of the rights of Chriſtians; and the people called ' 
Quakers, have after the example of the faithful of 
many generations, borne teſtimony againſt this anti- 

chriſtian impoſition. | 7 
They deny after the example of the real * pro- 
teſtants, all human authority, on account of religion; 
they do not confound earthly things with heavenly, 
| £SDIEAGI UH 
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ns hearts, who are prone to de of their king's religion, as it 
zooleth you in others, who think themſelves and their profeſſion 


4 4 


Afſt deſpiſed, and then pertecuted by you. : 


— * Proteſtants, ſo called, from a ſolemn proteſt aga oft a de ; 
cree in the Church of Rome, and rejecting all hutnat authority 
whatever, lin religion.) 8, Naber, Hife 
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nor the EMT Be af this world with the | kingdom of 
Chrilt, which he has expreſsly declared, * 3s not of 
this world,“ making that very neceſſary diſtinttion, 
between the things that are Cæſars, and thoſe which 
belong only to the Lord, whoſe command to render 
to each their ,reſpettive dues, they conceive ought 
to have more weight with them, than an antiquated - 
opiſh ſtatute obtained by fraud, however ſupported 
— ſubſequent laws; bnt I may have to touch a lite 
tle on implicit a&:ve obedience, in another place. 
But the law. of tithes was not the only law on ac: 
count of religion, made in the reign of Henry VIII, 
the bloody ſtatute was made in this reign, and by 
the. ſame authority of Parliament; Wby then is not 
the Vicar equally. zealous for all, popiſh laws? Is 
not the ſame authority as much to be reſpedted in 
defence of tranſubſtantiation, auricular confeſſion, 
and other branches of the. ſtatute. alluded to, as in 
that for the payment of tithes : Why does the Vicar 
ſo much reſpett the law which appoints the wages 
of . popiſh ſervices, while he retains and practiſes 
but a part of thoſe ſervices;, I ſay a. part, becauſa 
many ,Romiſh, inventions, are ſtill continued apough 
thoſe. who call themſelves proteſtants, = 
But as the whole wages are claimed, and mack 
more than the popiſh prieſts received, it ſtands with 
reaſon that the whole work ſhould be done, and 
without it, proteſtant prieſts may too juſtly excite 
the cenſure of both jews and papiſts, as being more 
inconſiſtent, and more covetous than they: For as 
Milton juſtly obſerves, He that brings tithes 1 into 
the goſpel,” of neceſſity, brings in withal a ſacrifice, 
and an altar,” which Fewiſh rites 1 tithes, with 
the a Fer and are retained by wing in which they 
maintain ſome confi tency. 2 
But the Jews having now no temple. where to. 
«@ pay them, nor altar whereon to hallo them, pay 
44 10 tithes; tho“ they have rabhies and teachers of 
« their law; ad that 9 ſho ould take the m 
2 ä up 
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| miverſal law, 4 and G. Markham cannot make the 


oo 


” up when Jews have laid them down; muſt needs 
* be very. abſurd and prepoſterous.“ * "06 


* 


But to return again to the tithe laws of Henry the 
Eighth, it may be conſidered, how far even theſe _ 
deſerve the appellation of the “ univerſul law of the 
land,” while all trials on account of tithes, were con- 
fined to eccleſiaſtical courts ; and hence may be ob- 
ſerved the injuſtice of thoſe laws, which made the 
clergy both the claimanis and the judges; it alſo 
proves how unpopular tithes have always been, ſince 
payment has been conſtrained, (and the people rob- 
bed of. their freedom, to give where and to whom 


they pleaſed.) that the recovery could not be truſted 


in common law ; but however people might think 
themſelves aggrieved, they mult either ſubmit to 
the demands of the clergy, or chuſe a greater evil, 
in ſubmitting to the deciſion of their own courts. + 

And can any decree or ſtatute, juſtly be called 
& The untver ſal lau of the land,” which is enforced 
by an authority ſubverſive, of the conſtitution, or 


the fundamental law; whicRis, „That no freeman 


4 ſhall be taken or impriſondd, diſſeiſed, outlawed, 


4 exiled, or be destroyed of bis liberties, freeholds 
4 and free customs, but by the awful judgment of 


& his peers,” vulgarly called a jury. This is the 


law 


o dee Conſiderations, &. 1 
4 The Pope having brought in Tithes and made a pr 

4 tended title by preſeription, ſet up courts te recover them, 
« where bis own creatures were judges; and here the poor 


— 


, people might eaſily underſtand what they might expect. 


r eee e RO 
. Another branch of the fundamental law, is, That no man 
ſhail be impriſoned, but for a capital offence; and if a man 


ſould detain another 'in priſon, by colour of right, where there 


was none, (that of courſe muſt be underſtood, where the offence 


was not capital, as that only could Fre to the proſecutor,) 
and the pariy impriſoned dice, he 


1 * 


that kept him in priſon, 
213 e 2 * | mould 


a4 
60 « 


ͤ»„˖„ DAE han ns Aa? T8 | 


7 


Jaw of tithes to rand upon this foundation. But fure 


ther © the fourth chapter of Ed; 111. = legem terra 
imports no more than a trial by ue procels and 


writ original at common law, which cannot be wich 


out a Jury.” “ 


„ Edward the Sixth, in purſuance of bis father's 


66 laws, and upon the ſame ground, made another 


law for the payment of tithes, ' under penalty of 
& treble damages ; still reſtraining trial io eccleſtas:i. 


& cal courts.” f 

When the youth and amiable cherer of this 
prince is conlidered, it requires but little penetra- 
tion to determine, by what influence both the law 
for tithes, with the above ſevere penalty, and the 
ſhedding of blood for religion, was effected in this 
reign; 57 mean, that the mitre was above the crown. 
This, therefore, tho' a time of reformation, from 


ſome popiſh ceremonies, cannot be called a time of 


toleration, nor can the tithe laws on the Pope's foun- 


dation, and with ſuch ſeverity, claim much reſpect, 


tho' made under the reign of a proteſtant prince. 

I ſhall no otherwiſe note the reign of Queen M 
ry, than to ſhew how the clergy in general have al. 
ways turned with the times, and proved that their 


ftipends were their religion, that they could be good 


proteſtants, or good papiſts, as either intereſt pre- 


vailed in the ſtate. 


On the acceſſion of Mary to the throne, a ſynod 


was aſſembled, for conſulting about matters of reli: 


gion, and the queen 2 a profeſſed Poſes Nate 
ate 
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mould be held gullty of Munk p ER. —See Hern's Mirrour of 
Juſtice. 

Let George Markham well conſider, how far he ſtands clear 
of the blood of one who died a WY detained wa 18 not 
for a e 1 3 
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late preteflant reformed clergy, were very ready to 


eſtabliſh che Roman Catholic religion again; the 


real preſence in the ſacrament was acknowledged, 
and maſs commanded to be celebrated in all church; 
es, after the ancient manner; yet there were ſome 
men of principle amongſt the clergy, who would 
not conform, as there had been before amongſt.the 
papiſts, whoſe integrity 1 dare not diſpute; believ- 
ing in the teſtimony of holy writ: that © In every 
nation,” (and conſequently. under every name of 


religion, © he that feareth God and worketh righte: 
ouſneſs, is accepted of him.“ But the ſelfiſh into- 


lerant ſpirit is the ſame under every name, and its 
works the ſame where it hath power. ' 
The intolerance that appeared in the reign of : 
Queen Elizabeth, is an inconteſtable proof that the 
{ame popiſh clergy had only changed that name, and 
not their nature, the fame preſcribing impriſoning 
and killing ſpirit, lived, acted, and ruled in the 


church, now called reformed ; and tho' ſome, popiſh 


ceremonies were aboliſhed, yet many even of theſe 
outſide garments of Babylon have remained to this 
very day, as well as that, the eſſence of the chriſtian 
religion has been much wanting; nar can a. refor- 
mation be reaſonably expected, while the mini/try 
is made a trade to get money ; for while = ys 
other church revenues. remain, a temptation is laid 
for men to take upon them that ſacred office, whq 


* 


have never known, the work of reformation in them; 
| ſelves, anti „“ paſſed from death unto life,“ much 
leſs been called and qualified by Chriſt to preach 


that t goſpel, which themſelves are ſtrangers to, 
5 ED | | While 
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I By the gofpel here, 'I menh nôt A lich kast of the 
ſcripture, whether in Engliſh, Greek, or Hebrew, but the ſpirit 
of the golpelgwhichiisgi®* peace: oh. cattivandgrod will to men” 
— Luxe ii, — 14. Orin the words of Paul, © the power of 


God unto ſalvation.” Romans ==... - 


While there is ſomething called a national“ reli- 
gion, with national revenues to ſupport its miniſters, 
there will always be found a national clergy, who 
inſtead of being the ambaſſadors of Chriſt, will be 

the miniſters of whatſoever earthly power gains the 
alcendancy, from which they mey receive their re- 
ward; and here is the foundation and ſource of cor- 
ruption, in the Proteſtant, as well as in the Roman 


Catholic Churches. 


Mas another Queen Mary to appear in chis coun- 
try, holding biſhopricks and benefices in her right 


hand, and fire and ſword in her left, and to ſummon 


a convocation, who can doubt but a loyal and zea- 
lous popiſh clergy, would ſpring up as readily as 

heretoſore; and who. could think it inconſiſtent, if 

wavy proteſtant pluraliſts were to be of the num. 
er. | 
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* —_ mentioned in a note (page 4) Richard Claridge, 


eopleton, in, Worceſterſhire, as one that had been, 


mon, tas the pariſh'church'sf Peopleton, in 1691, taken 
ß / EY 


iſt. The unſcripturalneſs of a national Sinn 


Preſbiters. . 5 . 
fith. The unreaſenableneſs of compoſing of Litanies and 
forms of Common Prayer, and impoſing their uſe upon the 
kes The falſe call of the preſent miniſters of the Church of 
Rand” 8 e > + - Ri $4 C'S gt 
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This man gave up his rectory from principle, while high in 
the eſteem of his parihepers and neighbours, and ſet up a 
School, for the ſupport of s family. Will G. Markham fay 
this was * ſelfiſhneſs without diſguiſe? He wrote ſever- 
ral treatiſes on religious ſubjects; one of which was againſt 
tithes ; but his Book, entitled, Lux Evangelica Atteſtata, 1 
would more eſpecially recommend to the peruſal of ſerious 
winiſters of the Church of England. OO © 
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If any ſh ould think me uncharitable, I appeal to 
the hiſtory of former times, whether under the many 
changes and revolutions, in church and ſtate ; any 
valuable livings lay dormant for went of an incum- 

| bent. | | F 

Whatever the eſtabliſhed religion has been call 
ed, whether papal or proic{.ant; epiſcopal, inde- 
pendant, or preſbytery; and whether the govern- 
ment has been mobarchial or republican ; under all 
theſe changes, there never wanted candidates for 
benefices, nor llatterers of the powers that gave 
them.* | e 
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V It has been already noted (page 39) bow readicy King Ed- 
ward's proteſtant clergy ectbraced popery, on the acceſſion of 
2 About tive ears after this, and in the midſt of zeal for 
perſecutirg proteitants, Queen Elizabeth come to the crown; 
and faveuring the proiciant religion, of the number of above 
wine thouſand prielis, including Biſhops, Deans, Maſters of Col- 
leges, & c. ſworn to popery, about one hundred and twenty re- | 
fuſed to take rhe» oath againſt popery; the reſt turned protef> 
rn notwituſtanding they had: burnt ſome hundreds a little 

ELOre., of f 208 2 11 99 4 
During the reigns of James the Firſt and Charles the Firſt, 
*tis well known how the clergy flattered theſe princes, on their | 
prerogative, in contempt. of the laws, to which, together with F 
the intolerance towards diſſenters, may be zuſtly attributed the 
troubles of the latter, with the ſubverſion of the Government: 
Let thoſe who think otherwiſe, read the hiſtory of Biſhop 
Laud, Sibthorp, Manwaring, and other prieſts of thoſe times, 
25 * refer to King Charles's advice, quoted in a note, 
13 | +; 
; 7 The long Parliament denied the Common. Prayer, and 
“ publiſhed a Directory; the e tom! theſe d prieſts 
& conformed, (and ſtuck by their benefices, under whatever 
form of ,worſhip,) calling the Common Prayer, Rags of 
Rome, Engliſh Maſs, &c. And when Oliver Cr mwell was 
© Protector, and made ſome proviſien for the recovery of tithes, 
the Clergy called him a 49s nur/ing Father On the death 
« of Oliver, they addreſſed Richard Cromwell, calling him 
« their Jeu, petitioning him to lead them into the promiſed 
“ Laud'; and what was that (ſays my author) “ but into rich 
5 ; | | benefice, 


* Thomas Lawſon, formerly prieſt of Ramſide, * Lancaſhire.—Tzeatidh 
on the Call, cc. of Miniſters. „ 5 | 
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It alſo appears, that in different ages, ſome faith - 
ful men and ſervants off Chriſt have been raiſed up 


13 1 ; pa ot 67s * enn eee e 3. 8 
to bear teſtimony aginlt ihis bireling time-ſerving; 
[fl-erving miniſtry ; "Witneſs Wickliffe, Swinderby, 


rute, Thorp, Harrow, Greenwood, and many 
others; à part of which teſtimonics here follow" 
and now attend and hearken ve earthly minded 
proteſtants, hear the language of theſe ſons of the 
morning of zeformation, and let ſhame cover your 
faces; in obſerving, ihat " inſtead of going forward 


and approaching nearer to the meridian brightneſs 


of evangelical purity,” you have like backſliding II- 


rael of old, luſted after the fleſh-pots of Egypt; 


the onions and garlick + of that land of darkneſs 
and bondage, and have -thirſted after the polluted 
waters of Babylon; and reſerved the fat beaſts of 
Amaleck, F under. pretence of ſacrificing unto the 
Lord; loathing. the heavenly manns, || and the liv- 
ing waters hät iſſue from the TanQuuary ; J whereby 
the true Ilraclites, the cifcumcifion; which worſhip 
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God inthe ſpirit, have in every age been nouriſh- 
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veneſices and augmentations. 1 1. 
On the reſtoration of King Charles the Second, Epifcopacy 


and the Common Prayer was again eſtabliſhed, and generally 


received by the Clergy; that which had been called Rags of 
Rome and Engliſh, Mais,, was now again an orthodox form; 

which notorious temporiſing in men, pretending to teach others; 
occafioned he ehe SWE betten; 
Away with ſuch, whoſe wily waxen mind? 

Take overy-{ and fails with every! wind: a fy. 

t; out of con 5 


I Turkey Turksy amongſt the Jewsy « Jowr ©. 
ln Spain; as Spain ; as Luther, du the Rhine 
Wisch hare, and there with Bellarmine. &.“ Lauten. 


. © 


LIND. 
{ 1 Sam. xy,—21. © 


1 Wen xi, —6. 1 Kick Alvi 13. 
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But hear theſe ſervants of the Lord, O ye mer- 


chants of the earth, the earthly church I mean, 
where the abomination that maketh deſolate, ſtand- 


eth in the holy place; * and the acceptable ſacri- 


away „ is 2 2A 

John Wickliffe affirmed, “ that neither the king 
nor any temporal Lord could give any .perpetuity - 
to the Church, or to any eccleſiaſtical perſon; and 


ſice of a broken and a contrite heart, is removed far 


he proved that Wilkain Rufus took the livings 


from fuch of the clergy. as were found unworthy. 
One of the articles charged againſt him by. the 
Pope, was, That temporalities are given to 


_ churches, under condition, and may be taken away 
by the givers, when the deſign and end is not anſwer- 


ed.” eb 
Nou if modern proteſtants deny this doctrine, do 
they not prove themſelves one in ſpirit; will the 
papiſts, who, tho' they could not prevail to take 
Wickliff's life, took up and burnt his bones, more 
than forty years after his death. But now let the 
wiſe in heart judge between this worthy man, and 
the clergy, who claim tithes as their freehold ; and 
compel payment, without any regard to the condi- 


tions; and even if the conditions were all fulfilled, 


tithes were a free donation. (See Wickliff's Com- 
plaint, in the margin.) J 923 91 = Tr 


— 94 * * 
1 Mt Fl 4 1 — = "WES \- — 


Dan. c. xi,.—31. & c. xii,.— 11. 
+ Acts and Monuments, p. 426. | 
+ WICKLIFF's COMPLAINT. by 
« Ah! Lord God, where this be reaſon to conſtrain the 
« poor people, to find a worldly prief; ſometimes unable both 
% of life, and cunning in pomp and pride. Ah! Lord Jeſus 


* Chriſt, ſith within tew years, men paid their tithes and of- 


« ferings at their own will iree.to good men, Why it were 


% lawful and needful, that a worldly prieſt-ſhould deſtroy this 


„ holy and approved cuſtom, constraining men to leave this free- 
dom, turning tithes and offerings unto wicked uſes.” — Thus 


Wickliffe, that ſervant df Chriſt, and great reformer on 


%-Maintenance by force.“ 


- 


W 


6 


I'S) 
It has been already hinted, that one of theſe con- 
gien, and a principal one, was, the ſupport of the 


poor; another the celebrating of Maſs, in perpetui- 
ty,, for the ſouls of the donors, their children, and 


_ anceſtors; another, the, repairs. of maſs-houſes, 
called churches, the maintaining of lamps, and 


other popiſh rituals and ceremonies; finally, they 
were N to the Romiſh, and not to the Proteſ- 
tant Churches; on which I leave the reader to 
make his own reflections, (reſerving mine on this 
head for another place), and proceed with further 
quotations. 

Another charge againſt Wickliff was, bis aſſeri· 


| ing that tithes were pnre alms, and the pariſhoners 


may for the offence of their curates, detain and 


keep them back, and beſtow them upon, others at 


their, 00 ae 
| C or id he) the head of the church, whom 


at” n bel, ought. to follow, lived by the 
alms of devout women;,—Luke vii. v. 8. 


„The Pope, with all his Clergy, bavive thoſe 


great poſſeſſions; be hereticks in ſo having, and 
the ſecular powers, in fo | ſuffering do not well.” 
This, with much more, f Wickliffe againſt perpe- 


tuity of tithes, and a conſtrained maintenance of 


miniſters. Now where are the proteſtant clergy, 
who are claiming and purſuing tithes as their ana- 
lienable right ? 


William Swinderby declares tithes to be alms, 


and that people ſhould not pay them to wicked 
prieſts, leaſt they be guilty of conſenting to fin; _ 
G 2 that 


. 89 * . K 
* , , - 1 
* . - 5 A „ . . x . * 2 5 * 3 4 4 » 
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As and Mon. vol iſt. p. 4351 Arti cle 17. | 0 


4 John Fox teſtifies of Wickliff that he was one of the va- 
liant foldiers of Chriſt's Church; through whom the Lord 
would firſt awaken and raiſe up again the world, much drown- 
ed and whelmed 1n the deep ſtreams of human traditious.— 
See, the account at large. Acts and Monuments, vol iſt, p· 

424 printed 7583. 
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that 8 gilt upon condition, is fruſtrate, upon 


of ſuch condition. No prieft, owes to 
Fa | by bargainiig and covenant; bis ghoſlly BY 
vail, ne his maſſes, ne his prayers, ne od's wo 
&c. any worldly man's reward to aſk or take * 


: theſe, or any of theſe, or for arly ghoſtly thing, he 


errs, and doth ſimony. p. 468. 
Walter Bruit, (a te to called, wi marvel, 
laid he, that your ledtned i men ſay, that chriſtian 


folks 'are bound to this ſmall ceremony, of the pay- 
ment of tithes, & care nothing at all for other cere- 


monies of the law.” P. 484. 

„ Chriſt was a prieſt — the order of Menchile- 

deck, of the tribe of Juda h, ho Ave no NEV. COM> , 
andinent of thing ol of a any Ming fojh him, png Jo, his 

pies Whom h Voüild, ot, ter bim'; 


his 2polttes ſaid, bebold Ne Tea” 240 6 ai al 


low w thes; What then ſhall 0 \ have? 5 di 190 for 


anſwer them thus tithes Th; 55 8 a neither 
did he promiſe them any ere Þut bee 
wan in heaven.” f . #85; 7 

e 4th article charged! a 1555 bim 'by 4 19 


6 T hat e avouched and Jaboured. ,to po m men 


« 7 "4 o 


and co panics, that no man js: bound, ne 419. pe 19 5 
d oblations; and if any. man will nee 
10 give is s tithes and 9 b pe Be 0 
ciudin thereby” He Curates.” r 
Willi jam Thorp faid, - © in i a e 


Chriſt nor * of his wehe took tithes We 


* 22981 


* ? - 4 — * 
8 * 23 -+ — — Cr - 4 4 
* CT 6 . 
* 


* aka Fax, in his 1 to the account of Walter 
Bruit, ſavs, There are divers things worthy to be conſidered, 
Firſt, the mighty operation of od's Ipirit in him, his ripe 


| knowledge, modeſt ſim ue , his learned tractatiops and magi- 


fold conflicts, "ſuſtaine againſt God's enemies. And on the 
coiſtrary part in his adyerfaries, may appear; mi ht agaiuſt 


right, man's authority againſt plain verity, 47 See the. c- 
7 at large of this eminent fervant of ( brit, Trom: P- 47 5 to 


501. 


7 


(47 2 
ple, nor commanded. the peqple to pay tithios, nel. 
ther to prieſts, nor to deacons, But Chriſt taught 
the people to do alms, that is, works bf mercy th 
poor, , needy. mien: : And thus I. ſaid; mot of tithes; 
Fae” of - Pure alms of Ihe pegple Ohrili lived: and his 
apoſtles, when they were ſo buſy in preaching of the 
word of, God te, the pgople ;! that eee e, 
Iray el otherwiſe, tg: et their livelihoed. DO 
: “ But after Chriſt's, aſcenſion, and ben the 5 
tles had received the holy gboſt; they traveiled 
with their hands toget - hvelihopd, bats ey 
might thus do for buſy preaching. Thereſore, by 
example. of himſelf, St. Paul teacheth all the ſpri 
of Chriſt to: ttayel with their hands, &c. And his 
ali the prieſts: whoſe prigfhoed. Go acerpteti nom, or 
will accept, will donte the world's end. : 
Ifhis is but 2.ſmall.part of Wiltum' Thorpe icli 
mony againſt tithes,* s @: 
Barrow and. Greenwood, two faithful 
under proteſtant biſhops, in the reign of Queen: Eli. 
kc hs ſuffered for their teſtimony againſt tithes, 
and ther, PRA iſh inſtituions; they declared, That 
theſe; anti eh atan and jdolatrous livings, ought. to 
be converted 10 charitable civil uſes; and are not to 
be appropriated or given to God's true miniftryy 
for the maintenance thereof; neither qught it: to re- 
| celye ee me; n it n not ine honour of 


* ws 18 45 nd Monuments, p 1 837. 

"Gai of Wilen Thorp Was ttauter8 and aurhen- 
ticated, 15 that laborious 1 William mar- 
tr; after en boyrs, in ſpreading the truth, 
both 1 bye rord. ah Was betrayed at Antwerp, by one 

ee ſer « Fares, or that purpoſe, by the Engliſh biſh- 

He was bufnt'at Filford, 'in Flanders; and at the ſtake, 
. — loud voice, and fervent bal, cried, Lord: open the king 
ol England's eyes. Fox calls this Tyndal the apoſtle of Eng- 
land; and Thorp, he calls à conſtant ſervant of God, and va- 
liant warrior under t e triumphant banner of Chriſt, in whom 
appeared the marvelous force and * of the Lord's ___y | 
pirit and grace. | 
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Cod; that Bethel God's houſe: ſhould be carniſhed, 
and ſupported with the things taken from Bethaven, 
the houſe of idols; as if the Almighty wanted other 
means for ſupport of his own houſe, and muſt needs 
= beholden to the houſe” uf idols, to o help him and 
dis gore 
: They aid the tefontation;” was no more han 
caſting out the name of the Pope and papiſts, and 
reſerving all their livings and privileges, even all the 
fat and gainful ware of Amaleck to themſelves.“ 
John Penry, another faithful martyr, under pro- 
testant epiſcopacy, wrote duting his impriſonment 
divers letters, ſo replete witk that lively zeal, for 
the cauſe of truth and unſhaken confidence in the 
divine arm, which has ſupported the faithful in eve- 
ry age, that it may be ſaid of him 0 being dead he 
yet ſpeaketh.“ The following ſhort extract may 
ferve as af ecimen, to ſuch as have not ſeen it; 
amongst other popith institutions, (retained 


pProtestants) he noticeth the maeBaNce, of mini- 
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Boon.” Nins dme! the 

To the distreſſed and Faithful coiigiegation of 
Christ;'i in London, and all the members thereof. 
My beloved: brethren,” as if I named you all, 
both men and women, which stand members of this 
poor afflicted” congregation, whether at liberty or 
m bonds; Jeſas Christ, that great king and prince 
of the kings of the earth, bleſs you and comfort 
you with his invincible. ſpirit, that you may be able 
to bear and overcome theſe. great trials, which you 
are; yet, (and J with you, if I live) to een d 
bis name's ſake, in-this-testimony.. 

Beloved; let us think our lot and potion more 
than blefled, that now are vouchſafed die favour, 
not only to Know and to profeſs, but alſo to ſuffer 
for the lincerity of the goſpel; and let us remember 


* 


* 


* Treatiſe entitled a Platform, 


chat 


4 
9 


PPP 
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that great is our reward in heaven, if we dure 
| unto the end. 45 3, 8 EY ITT ST POM TALE HE 36 4 


anſwer. before Jeſus' Christ, and his ele angels, 


that I never ſaw any truth more dear and undoubted 


than this witneſs wherein we stanc. 
ist. Againge e + = Ce 
Jö; 25 5 TC nn 
gdly, The works. )))%%Cöͤͤö;ê OY 2 
ay + EE RE F ns ; 188 
4thly. The maintenance left and retained in this 


U. 


land by and from popery. _ ; 


5thly. Againſt the obedience wich 'is yielded 


either in ſoul, or in body; and the .communion that 


is had with theſe inventions of darkneſs, &. 
And 1 thank my Cod I am not only ready to be 


bound and banifhed, but even to die in his cauſe, . 
by his ſtrength ;- yea my brethren, I greatly long in 
regard to myſelf, to be diffolved, and if I might 

live upon the earth, the days of Methufalah twice 
twice told, I durſt not go from the former teſtimo- 
ny. And ſeeing baniſhment, with loſs of goods, is 


likely to betide you all, prepare yourſelves for this 
hard treatment, and rejoice that you are made wor- 
thy for Chriſt's cauſe, to ſuffer and bear all theſs 
things. LO OT — 
2 I beſeech you in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that none of you in this caſe look upon his particu- 
lar estate, but regard the general state of the church 
of Cod; and here, I humbly beſeech you, that you 


would:take my poor and deſolate widow, and father- - 


leſs and friendleſs orphans with you, into exile, 
whitherſoever you go.” | FE SE ITRR 


* 


heart, and with tears performed, it may be my last 
duty towards you, I falute you all in the Lord, both 


men and women. Remember to stand stedfast and 


faithful in Jeſtis Christ, as you have received him; 
and he confirm and extabliſh you to the end, for 
the praiſe of his glory. amen. Ihe 


I testify unto you for mine own part, as I-ſhall. 


After much- more tender and interesting advice 
and counſel, he concludes “ Thus dir ion my 


{ 
U 
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| aftheigaſpelch 


wy 
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lu erings 


Your loving brother, in the patience a 
Fe JOHN PENRY:" | 
The foregoing, impreſſive; and li vely teſtimonies. 


_ againſt tithes, need no comment; the reader will 
ſee how unjuſtly the people called, Quakers. are 


charged with ſingularity or novelty in this reſpect; 
and I conceive it has now been ſufſiciently proved, 


that tithing and all other (maintenance by force,” is 


| contrary to the dottring-of, Chriſt and his apoſtles; 


and to the, example ofthe faithful in all generations 


—_ 00 
The next thing ia he ſhewn, is; that the origin of 


. tithes. under the goſpel,. was a free donation to the 


poor; and. if a; voluntary. donation can be altered © 
6. @ debt, the right is ſtill in the poor, and not in 
the. cler. | 2 


4. 


It 12775 from undgubted hiſtory; that volun - 


apoſtle Paul, for relief of the: poor, and the general 
neceſſities of. the church continued till about two = 
bundred years after Chrid. e 

Then monthly collections vere inſtituted, this 
was about the time of, Tertulian, (a Latin Father,) 
whoſe. teſtimony will bew the nature and uſe of 
theſe, contributions. „ Eyery one, monthly, or 
when, he pleaſes, and if he pleaſes, provided he he 
able, gives à competent portion, for. no man is 
compelled. to this r that quantity, but gives of his 


- own accord.” T Again, alluding, to che practice of 


the heather in exacting hy force, he ſays, „ What- 


ſoever we have in the treaſury of our churches, is 


not raiſed by taxation, as tho we, put men to ran- 


ſom their religion. Ohſerve nov the degeneracy gd 


* 1 Cor. xvi,— 1, 25, 3:&. Cape 39 | 
TY $0 17 / 3. # ot a3. - U 
| | is 31.36 bo 


4 


it day” * collections, recommended by the © . 


oY «= }. 


9 how have pretended chriſtian miniſters fallen into 
| the very practices of the heathen, whiel theſe pri- 
mitive and. real chtiſtians condemned. But fur- 
rher (faith Tertulian), No man is compelled, but 
left free to his own diſeretion; and what is thus giv. 
en, is not beſlowed .in vanity, but in felieving the 
poor and ſatherleſs children, and in maintaining of 
aged and feeble perſons, and ſuch as have ſuffered 
| Thipwreck, and ſuch as are condemned to metal 
mines and baniſhed- into iſlands, or caſt into priſon 
for che chriſtian faith? ?? 1. 5 i Hf. oa, 
What apoſtacy has ſince taken place, let every 
one profeſſing the chriſtian name ſeriouſſy pon- 
der. Can that ſacred · name be ſo grievouſly proſ- 
tituted with impunity? Primitive chriſtians freely 
contributed to relieve the poor, the diſtreſſed; and 
the priſoners; —degenerate chriſtian miniſters exact 
by force; after the manner of the heathen, (con- 
demned. by their predeceſſors,) caſt into priſon, in- 
ſtead of relieving in priſon thoſe they call their 
brethren, and reckon as their. flock; inſtead of re- 
lieving the-povr and diſtre ſſed by voluntary eontri- 
butions, they make poor and diſtreſſed by forced 
exactions, and expenſive proſecutions. Is not tien 
their chriſtianity another chriſtianity, and their goſ- 
pel.another.goſpel, than that which the apoſtles, and 
other primitive chriſtians, : profeſſed, practiſed and 
preached. ' And will not the ſentence denounced by 
the apoſtle: on thoſe who 4, pervert the goſpel of 
Chriſt,” +. ſtrictly and-awfully apply to ſuch; 
Urſin, Biſhop. of Rome, about the year 4227, 
taught That it was lawful for miniſters td receive 
poſſeſſions and lands offered by the truly religious, 
2885 for their particular uſe, but for the common 
g0⁰ AF 3 „ ; ION, bf PS 1 5 
15 Wherein I remark three things: Firſt,” that it was 
5 * Apol. cap. 39. See Pool on 1 Cor. xvii 
See Galatians 1,7, 8. 1 Polydore de Invent. 


— 


© © 2 
to be a; free offering; ſecondly, that it was to be an 


offering! of the ee religious, (very different this 
from George Markham's principle, and thirdly, 


for the common good. But now force is ſubſtiſuted 


for freedom; and whether the payers. are religious 
or wicked the prieſt will have tithes; and that which 


Was deligned for acommon e 18 become a com. 


mon reiß 5 

Origin motos it unlawfa) * any miniſter of 
thejepurch to. poſſeſs lands given to the church for 
his own uſe ; (But what other uſe are thoſe called 


church Jands. now applied to? do not the clergy 


poſſeſs them, and apply the income as ſolely and as 
independent of the poor, as any real freeholder ap- 
plies his rents) it behovethu s (faith he,) to be faith- 


ful in diſpoſing the rents of the church, that we our- 
 felves devour not thoſe things which belong to the 


widows and the poor.” Let us depart, ſaid he, from 
the prieſts of Pharaoh, who enjoy earthly poſſeſſions 
to the prieſts of the Lord who have no portion in 
the earib-;t and ſpeaking of thoſe words of Peter, 


„ Silver and gold have I now.“ . Behold, ſaid he, 


the riches of thoſe who: were prieſts of Chriſt. 9 
:Cyprian, Biſhop of Carthage, about the year 250g 

teſtified,' that the Church maintained many poor, 

and that her own diet was ſparirig and plein, and all 


her expences full of frugality. 7091 


It appears that free monthly F ndibinio-le for the 


ſervice of the Church, (which included the ſupport 
of the poor) continued till the great perſecution un- 
der Maximinian and Diocleſiän, about the year g04 ; 
ot. tho” monthly contributions: "ceaſeU! about this 


2 voluntary contributions ceaſed not. 
ear 340, the council of Antioch finding 
the Jeacons 8 e directed that the biſhops 
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ſhould diſtridute the go Foods of the church; requiring.” = 


that they took not a! part to themſelves, nor to 


the priefts and brethren that lived with them, Ao. | 


neceſſity juſtly required it, alledgin 4801 oltles * 


words,' baving' food and raiment be t ere wit cf. 5 


ten;: 7245 of hf 

From the decree” of HH Saler as be it. apf, 
pears corruption had entered amongl Ahe A 
and the patrimony of, the. pogr had been milappligd” 
beſofe tithing had conimenced' amongft chriſtians. 
The leſs then to he admited is. the introdüktion of 
that jewiſh ceremony, "with other impoſ tions. 1 

About the year 384, Jerome labouring müch to 


22714 


eus, chat 


promote hade 3 and bendvolence to e in- 


ſtanced the tithes {formerly paid by the 

Chriſtians might'n t fall on of them 141 
About 398, 8,Chryfoſtom, biſhop' 'oF Conftantns=" 

ple; urged iy ſame, arid Ethapy with like good, de- 


Y fight; the” writing g of both theſe, 8 8 eh y and, 5 
| undeniably” FR that 8 only am t to e Cite 15 
chaiitable iſ) [ptſition "ay OT ongh e bo tho A 


*/, tx act y 


relehſed fron the cerem 
not fall ſliört 18 i free." 2 5 
biſhops were Toon i. toved 10 55 the ſuperttitious * 


* the oul 


and covetous,' 3 . 
Aboũt the year ter Anbfl vor Milan a "a 

and aue e biſho Og. went much further, | 

and tau ;hit thi hat 40 955 INT a reward or pardon . 


of ſins; Gj pay Y tithe; ase obſerve, for what puir-,; 
pofe ; hot tb ng the miniſters, but ihat ihe” poor 


might not want, ſayin God had re erved them for 
theuſe of the 2007 LS * 6 My 


About this time a dafter F this in 1 10 was th the BY | 
All 


troduttiòn of tithes nts" iche Grin 


is ſeen for what purpoſe: 61 Ht wi 50 erent then 
is the! preſent application? "How e the 


* Conc. Ant. cap. 2 5 —Lawſon on the Call, ee. of Miniſters 
See Ambr, de penizent. Auguſt in Sermone de tempt, 
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of 


elaims of the clergy, and how unjuſt the alienation 

ol this vaſt property; firſt perſuaded and then forced 
; from the people, for a deſign ſo different from the 
. 3 12 75 


But notwithſtanding the threats and the promiſes 
of the aforeſaid Ambroſe, Auguſtine and other biſh. 
ops, the doQtrine of tithes, was not generally receiv- 
ed, till about the year 800, at which time Agobard 
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„ teſtimony of the late William Law, a prieſt of the 
* | Church of England. l 
| Clement, Ignatius, Ireneus, Cyprian, Baſil, 
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exllendas as Saints, conſidered every y penny that was 
brought in by che goſpel, as a, proviſion for the 

poor. But he adds, we have more than primitive 
example, the laws of the church have unanimouſly ' 

from age to age to the very council of Trent, re- 
quired every buhop: to be of the ſame ſpirit, 


The church, both by the doQrine of the fathers |. 


and the canons of councils- conſtantly maintains,” 


that the clergy are not 1 - but een 2 


ſtewards of their benefices.* “k 

Seeing then they have proved wemſelves ſuch? 
unfaithful. ſtewards, as to ſeize and conſume the” 
whole patrimony of the poor; is it not high time 
that the clergy ſhould. ſurrender: a unt. Which they. 
have ſo flagrantly abuſed: : 

In addition to the ſodegoiag e6ſhmonites on \ behalf 
of the. poor, _ be noticed our agu an. 
ments. 

In the reign of Rickard IT. an Henry IV. laws 


were made, which ordained that a convenient por- 


tion of the tithes ſhould be ſet a part for the mainte- 
nance of the poor of the pariſfi for ever. And even 
as late as Queen Elizabeth's time, the rights of the 
poor to a part of the tithes, 1s mentioned'i in an in- 
Junttion to he clerg yy 898 . 
I now conclude that: ficient evidenoe bes bees 
produced, to prove that the origin of tithes in the 


chriſtian church, was on account of the poor, and 
that if any of the grants of tithes are valid and bind- 
ing on poſterity, it eſtabliſſieth the right in the poor. 


Wherefore, ſo far as any prieſt goes to prove 
tithes due by any right, divine or human, juſt ſo 
far he goes to prove himſelf a robber of the poar. 
It may now be obſerved, how gradually (and not 


leſs artfully) the prieſts have arrived at their preſent 


height of covetouſneſs. That which was at firſt ſaid 
to De a meritorious free giſt, was in time conſtrained | 


— 2 Animadverſions on Dr. Trapp's reply. | 
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by law, which-of courſe removed the foundation of 


merit, and made it a debt, but ſtill ſaid to be due to 
the poor; whom to ſupplant was the next ſtep," 
which being alſo effected, this CANOE triple” 
fraud is complete. 

But notwithſtanding the: enhance adduced: to 


prove the unjust exattion, as well as the: miſappli- 


cation of tithes; if there ſnhould be m well minded” 
perſon, ſo far under the power and prejudice of 


education and custom, as still to think that the 


clergy have a just title to tithes. - I; would make 
one more appeal to the eee ol reaſonable 
men. 
| Suppoſe if you poly- can, all dawn and grants 
for tithes to be upon a ſound boitoni, (which how 
ever I think few will undertake to maintain) could 
theſe donors give more than their own; can any 
man give more right to en than he rad 
poſſeſſeth. 
King Sephia, King John, or any whos mixbe 
8. — given the pope and his clergy their crown, 


ant all that they poſſeſſed, and their ſabjetts might 5 


have done the ſame; they might have given all 


their lands, and all their goods, or one half; (G.: 


Markham's almost © rational maintenance”) but ad 
King John a right to entail the crown of England 
on the Pope ? if ſo, all kings who have defied the 


Pope's ſupremacy, must have been ufurpers, and 
depriving the Pope of bis tight: Now this I con- 


ceive to be in point. Let the clergy make out 


their title, and ſhew what part of their claims our 


predeceſſors had a right: to give, (and then restore 
the invaded rights of the poor,) and I believe no 
Quaker will withhold them! 

I have admitted, that the kings and” peop ple might. 


have given all that "they poſſeſſed, but they eauld not 


give the labour or improvements of twenty or thirty / 


generations unborne.— This is the ſandy fſounda- 


tion of the. a. s claim! They claim wot à part 
| of. 


** 2 * EY RFC an 


„ 


of che land, in conſequence of any grant of an anei E: 
ent proprietor; but they claim a. part of all the la- 


bour, that is beſtowed to cultivate land, that has 


little or no intrinſic value; they claim a tenth of all 
the manure, that is purchaſed to make this land pro- 


duce ; they claim a part of the feed which the far- 


mer buys, without which there would be no crop; 


they claim a tenth of all that he pays for plou bing, 
if from 


ſowing, fencing, weeding and reaping; and 


an unfavourable ſeaſon, or any other circumſtance, 


the crop is not worth half the expence laid out, they 


{till claim and take away every tenth ſheaf, without - 
bearing any proportion of Joſs, or riſque; and all 


this on a pretended right, derived from thoſe that 
had no Tight, any more than King John had to en- 


* 


tail the crown and kingdomrof England on the Pope, 


nor ſo much; for King John and his ſubjects were 


in poſſeſſion of the land of England, but they never 
poſſeſſed the labour and induſtry even of the next 
generation aſter them; much leſs could they poſ- 
ſeſs (and conſequently not alienate) the labour and 


improvements of all ſuceeeding generations; and if 


King John could not do this, even with the concur- 


rence of all the people of England, (which by the 
way was never obtained in the grants of tithes,) ſo 
neither could any king, government, nor people 


ſince. 


Therefore on this ground, the law of tithes, or 


the conſtruction of it, (independent: of the mifappli- 
cation ſo fully proved) is againſt reaſon, and there. 
fore inſupportable “T 71 


"PRI YR: 
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+ Laws of Man not contrary to the laws of God, nor to the 
bw of reaſon, muſt be obferved. But if any law made by Man, 
bind any perſon to any thing that is againſt the ſaid laws, it is 
301i, But a corruption. Dialogues between a. Doctor in 
Divinity and a Student in the Laws. Chap 4. 
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Zut beſides the claim of predial and mixed tithes s 
which are princzpelly produced by labour and ex- 
fence, that tis moſt abſurd to ſuppoſe that any law 
could entail on poſterity : they claim allo perſonal* 
tithes, which are ſolely the produce of labour; and 


| that any right ſhould be ſuppoſed to have exiſted a 


thouſand years ago, or an hundred years ago, to 
give a tenth of the labour of this generation, can 
hardly be reconciled to any principle, but the ava- 
1cious diſpoſition of thoſe that exatt them; yet this 
is at leaſt the conſtruction of the law of tithes, that 
G. Markham ſays “ has prevailed as the univerſal 
law of the land, for centuries prior to the birth of 
G. Fox. 932 IR | to: 


ut if there was any way of proving ſuch a pre- 


poſlerous claim valid, the ſame proof mull eſtabliſh 


the right in the Romiſh clergy, as well as a propor- | 


tion to the poor, as before hinted, (page 45): the 
donations being made by. papiſts, for the ſupport of 
the Roman Catholic, and not the Proteſtant religion. 
To claim a right by virtue of any law, and to change 
the object, is a violation of the law, that is attempted 
to be eſtabliſhed ;. for if the right to give be admit- 
ted, the right to whom cannot be denied; for with» 
out an object there can be no gift. EO 

- Therefore, (as in reſpect to the poor, ) the eſta- 
bliſhment of the right, muſt in all law and realon; 
make the Romiſh clergy ſharers with the poor, 


* 


and prove the proteſlant prieſts, to be uſurpers of 


he rights of both. | 


Seeing then a cloud of witneſſes have been pro- 
duced (and many more are ſtill behind) to prove, 
dyit, the falſe pretence of tithes; fecondly, the un- 
juſt impoſition ; and thirdly, the fraudulent applica- 
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4 Perſonal tithes are ſuch profits as ariſe by the honeſt las 
| Hour and induſtry of man, employing himſell in ſome perſonal 
work, artifice, or negociation, being the tenth part of the elear 
gain after charges deducted.— Burn, 7. Ed. vol. 3, P. 386. 
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ton, and total alienation of them from the poor; 
and-if under thefe, and vther. violations of justice, 
thefe claims were not well received, nor reatlily 
complied- with, while the people were generally 
papiſts, (which is ſufficiently proved by the frequent 
repetitions of laws, canons, &c ) G. Markham has 
no juſt occaſion to be offended, becauſe theſe re-_ 
licts, or-rather vitals of popery, are not very cordi- 
ally received by proteſtant difſenters; while the 


people believed in and partook of thoſe ſuperſtitious 


fopperies, for which tithes were in part demanded 
and while the poor were' ſupported by tithes there 
feemed to be ſome pretence ; but the people called 
Quakers {after the example of many faithful mar- 
tyrs, and agreeable to the divine command;*) having 

turned their backs on this Babylonifh traffick, refu. - 
ling the wares and merchandiſe ” of that (' great city 


which reigneth (even) over the kings of the earth-;"t 


and knowing that they have an high prieſt, who is 
ſet on the right hand of the throne of Majeſty in the 
heavens, T who is the only © Mediator of the new 
covenant,” and. Miniſter of the ſanctuary, which 
the Lord pitched, and not man”; | and the law. of 
the land having made other proviſion for the poor, 
by a ſpecial rate, (by which alfo the law of tithes is 
virtually diſannulled) and to which rate the people 


called Quakers pay chearſully, without taking any 


benefit from it. 1 1.415 | 
Wherefore I ſay, having ſuch an high prieſt; who 


is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners,” * 


and * who is conſecrated for evermore,” tt and ſeeing 
the poor receive no ſupport by tithes; the pretence 
CCC N eK xt rA gf 


= _ 


„ 


. 


— 


by N * of, ' FARE 4 5 ? 5 
Kev. xviii,—4. + Bev. xvii,—18. t Heb. vii, —1. 
did Xii 24. [| Ibid viil,—2. 


They provſue for their own poor by voluntary contribu- 

tion among themſelves, and ſuffer none of their ſociety to bur- 
den the pariſhes, which is not an inconſiderable ſaying to tho 
public. | a 8 


»* Heb. 7—26. ++ Ibid v. 28. 
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of "RY and che foundation of the laws of tithes be- 
ing thus wholly removed; who vill convict us of 


wrong, in reſiſting by all chriſtian means (which ex- 
clude all violence) a claim ſo unreaſonable and un- 
juſt. 

: Before 1 leave che ſubjedt of tithes, I think one 

circumſtance is worthy the conſideration of Engliſh» 

men in general, and the clergy in particular. 
If my inſormation be well founded, (and I take 

it from Milton, who J mußt fappole buen what he 


'T 1 Engliſh dergys or the clergy er this 89+ 
vernment, are. the only proteſtant miniſters which 
take tithes, other proteſtants having relinquiſhed 
them, as a popiſh. inſtitution, unfit to be continued 
in a Church, pretending to be reformed: , 


Fas 


I now reiurn to page 9, where G. M: yen | 


Their tenets inculcate ſubmiſhon to the laws, in 
se all caſes, wherein. confeience-is not violated ; 

& but that as Chriſt? s kingdom is not of this world, 
« it is not the buſineſs of the civil magiſtrate, to in- 
i terfere in matters of religion, but merely to 


&. maintain the external peace and good order of 


& the community. Ht; | 17 


This is a quotation ſrom the " e (exs 


cept the word merely, which. is G. Markham's addi- 
tion,) and I conceive it to contain true proteſtant 
principles; but if G. M. prefers an earthly power 
in che church, he is only therein conliſtent with him- 


ſelf; he knows whence his call to the miniſtry, and 


his maintenance is derived, & and where the treaſure 
is, there will the heart be alſo.” * 

But Biſhop Hoadley ſays, (as do the people call- 
ed Quakers,) the church of Chriſt is the kingdom 


of Chriſt, he 1s king in his own kingdom ; he is ſole 
law-giver to his ſubjefts, as chriſtians; and fole 
judge in matters 72 relating to torn, 1 Here 


* 


* Matt. vi:—21. 


* Hoadley on the nature of Chile's kingdom, 
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Here is the teſtimony of an Engliſh proteſtant 


biſhop, who I take to be more orthodox than G. 


Markham; if it be the chriſtian proteſtant religion 
that is meant; but if it be the Roman Catholic ſyſ- 


tem, of a fleſhly head to a ſpiritual} body; and a 
carnal ſword in a ſpiritual warfare,* I muſt give the 
argument in favour of the Vicar of Carleton. 
Whoever introduces the civil power in any de- 
gree into the church, will find it a difficult matter 
to draw a line where it ſhall ſtop; there is no half 


way houſe to be depended on, for G. Markham has 


gone beyond that, and he claims ſome merit that he 
did not go further, t HEE Rn, | 
The denial of human authority in religion, I con- 
ceive to be not only conſiſtent with proteſtant prin- 
ciples, but with the text quoted by G. M. page 
10, (with a view to infer the contrary); to wat, 


Let every ſoul be ſubject to higher powers, 
&c.” Tis very clear from the whole ſcope of the 


chapter, whence the text 1s taken, that the apoſtle 


was ſpeaking of moral duties, and the advice therein 


may be worthy the cloſer attention of G. Markham. 


Reaſon forbids the ſuppoſition, that Paul was 


holding out a doctrine to condemn his Lord and 
Maſter, his fellow apoſtles, and his own example 
both in life and death. | 


But if this be G. Markham's opinion, the apoſtles | 
and martyrs had not ſo learned Chriſt, who after 
his example, © witnefled a good confeſſion, before 


kings and potentates of the earth. 
10 ſhape and faſhion religious ceremonies, ac- 
cording to human authority, is conſiſtent with that 
| "FJ | time- 
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| : * 2 Cor. Xx, —4. | 
+ Notwithſtanding one died in FEY and the health of 
others has been impaired by long confinement, (to ſay nothing 
of their families) he thinks his lenity ſtands demonſtrated, that 
he did not tranſport them!!! See his note, Truth for the 
Seekers.“ Page 13. 3 | LOG | 
f  ..- see note in page 32. 
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time-ſerving religion, and hireling ſelf ſerving. mini- 
ſtry, which has been already noticed ;* but ſuch a 
religion and ſuch a miniſtry is contrary to the holy 
ſcriptures, and to proteſtant principles.“ 5 
For what end did Chriſt tell his diſciples, that 
they ſhould be brought before governors and kings 
for his ſake, for a feſtimony agatuil them ; 7, if he in- 
tended they ſhould obey ail ordinances. of human 
institution? For what cad did he tell them that the: 
diſciple was not above his master? g (alluding to his 
own ſufferings, under the powers that then were): 
wherefore did he exhort and encourage them “not 
to fear thole which kill the body,” || and wherefore. 
the ſubſequent awful declaration? Whoſoever ſhall. 
confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs alſo, be- 


fore my Father which is in heaven, &c.4 


Agrceable to the foregoing injunctions, and en- 


couragement of their Lord and maſter, we find Pe- 


ter and John, tho” illiterate men,** boldly confeſ- 
ling him, beſore the rulers, in theſe words ;V* This is 


the flone which was ſet at nought, of you builders, 


which is become the head of the corner.“ Tr 

And again, when forbid by the rulers to ſpeak in 
the name of rs they anſwered, © Whether it be 
right to hearken unto you more than unto God, 


Here is primitive example, and at a time when 
religion proſpered, not only without the ſword of 
the magiltrate, but againſt it; this undeniable fact, 
and the apoſtacy and corruption that took place in 
the church after temporal authority was introduced, 
to endow and protett it, muſt ever be an unanſwer- 
able argument, againſt that adulterous connettion. 

_ Biſhop Louth obſerved, that The rapid pro- 
. greſs 
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See p. 39. + See p. 36. 
1 Matt. xviii. 5 Ib. xxiv. [| Ib. xxviii. 1 Matt. v.32, 33. 
Acts iv. —13. tt Ibid iv. —- 11. ft Ibidiv,—g, 
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* 
« greſs of chriſtianity, in its firſt ages; in ſpite of alt 
the oppolition it had to ſtruggle with, from the 


- 6. world, ſupported by all the powers of it, in the 


* midſt of danger and diſtrefſes; reproach and 
„ perſecution has been deſervedly conſidered as 
the immediate effect of a divine power, co-ope- 
& rating with it, and a more ſtupendous miracle, 
& than any of the ſeveral wonders by which it was 


4 promoted.” * “ 


Now ſeeing the chriſtian religion did thus, and 
can thus prevail, without and againſt carthly pow- 
ers, eſtabliſhments, and endowments. Have ve 


not good reaſon to ſuſpett and rejett that religion 


and miniſtry as anti-chriſtian, which is upheld by 
{ſuch means. 33-26 454 en 
The {ame biſhop obſerves, that aſter Conſtantine 


embraced the chriſtian ' faith, tho' the Church 


continued for ſome time to increaſe outwardly, it 
daily ſuffered within, a much' greater loſs; a decay 
of the true ſpirit of chriſtianity ; a viſible diminu- 
tion of ſaith, holineſs, humility, and charity. Ho- 
nour, wealth and power ſoon excited pride, avarice, 
and ambition. f Here is a confeſſion of an Engliſh 
biſhop, which 1 uſe not. becauſe the fatts are not 
otherwiſe eſtabliſhed, but to condemn theſe impious 
mixers of earth and heaven out of their own mouths, 
or by their own children; much ancient authority 
might be given agaiuſt that ſupport J. to religion, 
„ which 


* * * — 


* Viſitation Sermon, page 4. 

I Ibid page q. EG 3 
t The ancient church thought it an indecent and unworthy 
thing to call in the. civil arm, for the aſſiſtance of religion. 
Hilary repreſents them who did this, not as biſhops of Chriſt, 
but the ſervants of anti- chriſt. We ought (ſays he, ) to pity the 
labour ef our age and groan under the fond opinion of the 

reſent times, in which men think to defend God by. man, and 
{abour to Aang the Church of Chriſt, by /ecular ambition; 
hat ſuffrages did the apoſtles uſe in preaching the goſpel, and 
by what powers were they, afliſted, when preaching . 
2 | : 1 they 


* 
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which is deemed fo eſſential by the carnal clergy ; 
eſſential indeed, to their religion; to wit, the titles, 
honaurs, and profits of this world, but deſtructive 
of real chriftianity. | | 
Martin Luther cenſured the Romaniſts, for eſta- 
bliſhing their Church with Governments, taken from 
human reafons, as if it were a temporal ſtate, This 
(ſaid he, ) is that kind of wiſdom which is fooliſhneſs .. 
with God; andon the contrary, not to regard theſe 
political reaſons; but to truſt (o God's promiſes, 
and to refer to his Majeſty, the management of 
Church affairs, is that human folly which is wiſdom 
with God.“ | | | 
But where now are theſe proteſtant principles ? 
Is this truſt in the divine arm the truſt of the Church 
of England, fo called? Is this the dependance- of 
her miniſters? Or are they not plainly declaring 
that their e truſt is in the arm of fleſh” in applying 
to the civil power, both for pay and ſupport. Alas! 
ſor the proteſtant churches, how is the ſpirit of the 
ſirſt reformers. quenched amongſt them; how have 
they degenerated from their firſt principles, and fall- 
en in the {ame ſnare with the Church of Rome; and 
is not that ſnare clearly proved (even by the teſti- 
mony of their own children) to he worldly power, 
out of which has ſprung eſtabliſhments, tithes, reve: 
nues, anti- ſcriptural titles and degrees, with other 
diſtinctions in the train of anti-chriſt, unknown to 
the primitive christians, and which in he time of 
reformation,” the Lord will conlume with the 
ES | TOO: ſpirit 
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they converted the heathen world from idols to God. Did 
they aſſume any authority from the palace, when they fang 
hymns to God in priſon. But now which is to be = ; 
earthly ſuffrages commend divine faith, and Chriſt is repre- 
ſcuted as deſtitute of power, while the favour of men is purchaſed 
in his cauſe. Hilary againſt Auxetitius, rroni Taylor's Grand 


Apoſtacy. | 
X Father Paul's Council of Trent. 


+ Jer. xvii,.—5. 3 Heb. ix, —10. 


(&® ) 


pirit of his mouth, and destroy with the brightneſb 
of his coming,” '* {0 tr nid vi Th e 


heſe are the weapons, by which the Church of 

Christ is defended and built up; but thoſe ministers 
ho are calling on the powers of the earth to protect 
religion, are thereby declaring that they are no mi- 
nisters of Christ, and their churches no churches of 

Christ, as thus ſupported. Christ ſaid; the gates of 
hell ſhould not prevail against Fkis Churthᷣ; but the 
gates of hell have prevailed againſt all human esta- 


bliſhments ; therefore the Church of Christ is ano- 


ther thing, and built upon another foundation an 
immutable rock, I which has been, and will be the 
foundation of the righteous in all generations; and 
the fame has been and will ever be a stumbling stone 
and a rock of offence to the carnal profeſſors af 
erery man. 
1 may now notice: a little ineonſisteney in G. 
Markham. who after exalting earthly powers; even 
into the judgment feat of Christ, co rulè the con- 
ſcience, when his interest is concerned: He again 
lowers them beyond what..I'think their Just prero- 
gative. He, ſeems offended, on; being iniormed by 
the Ghancellor of Vork, chat an application had 
been made to the king in behalf of his ſuffering 


12 


clergy, I conclude it is to ſupport a christian Pr, 
testant church, and ministry ; his ſupport therefore 


must 
* 2 Theſſalonians ii, - 8. 1 Matt. xvi,—- 18. 7+ Ibid; 
. © % ? hel ſaiah viii.—14. , IE ws 195. I 6 


I See Truth for the deckers, page 17. 
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CC 
must be agreeable to christian and protestant princi- 
ples. If the king has engaged to ſupport ſhep- 


port wolves“ to devour them | Foy 
It has been already ſhewn, (page 44) that ſome 
of the firſt proteſtants denied an unconditional per- 
petulty to the church; and as it is G. Markham's 
principle, that the civil power 1nay interfere with 
religion to what purpoſe? Is it merely to confer 


| herds to feed the flocks, he has not engaged to ſup- 


riches and earthly dignity on the clergy; without 


any ability to controul their corruptions. 
But the interference of a king, when the clergy 
were obſerved to make ai prey ot their floc ks, is not 
without precedent; t and ſorlong as there is an eſta: 
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Tertulian fdeclated: that when men departed from the diſ- 
ciplinę of the goſpel, they. cęaſed to be àccounted chriſtiaiis; 


(much lefs paſtors), r Cave rimitive Chriſtianit . 
+" Letter of King Henri the Third to the' Biſhop of 
3 | nr werPyTy- 1H Hereford. Dire heh = * » +4 00 
t The King to the Biſhop' of Hexeford ſendeth greeting: 

&: Paſtors or Shepherds are ſet aver their: Flocks that by exetci- 

4 ſing themſelves .in_watebing over them day and night, they 

„ may know their on cattle by their look, bring the hunger: 

« ſtarved Sheep into the meadows of fruitlulneſs, and the ſtray 

e ing ones into one fold, by the word of Salvation, and the rod 

4 of Correfioi, and to do their endeavours. that unity indiſ- 

„„ tepts if Sf OHNE TU ito zi lo bai 
But ſome, there be, who damnably deſpiſing this Doctrine, 

& and not knowing to diſcern, their own Cattle from anothers, do 

« take oway the Milk and tie Wool, not caring how the Lord's 

* flock may Be nouriſhed :- The catch wp the Temporal Foods, and 


29 perifheth in their Pariſh; with tamiſiment, or. miſcarrieth in 


& manners they regard not, which men deſerve. not to be cal- 
„led Paſtors, but rather hirelings. 


. . n e err ee! 3 
And having found this default in your Church of Hereford, 

A. we report it with grief; for we have found there a Churen 
1 deſtitute of a Paſtor's comfort, as having neither Biſhop nor 


La 


* Official, Vicar nor Dean that may exercife any ſpiritual 
« Function or Duty in the fame, But the Chureh itſelf (winch 


5 was wont in times paſt to flow in delight, and had . 
: — * ; 66 t EN 


ray- . - 


Ger) 
pMifiment, and the law grants ſtipends to miniſters, 
it no doubt muſt be the prerogative of the executive 
government, to reprove and correct abuſes, more 
eſpecially amongſt a clergy, who acknowlege the 5 
king to be the head of the church. g. 

The people called Quakers at the ſame time that 
they cannot yield active obedience to ſuch laws as 
they conceive interfere with Chriſt's prerogative, '; 
and the preſerving a conſcience void of offence,, | 
have nevertheleſs a reſpectful and grateful ſenſe of 
the king's moderation and clemency, in as much as 
that, notwithſtanding the old perſecuting ſpirit hath . 

| K 1 9 1 
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? * | © that tended upon Days and Nights Service; and that ought 
5 * to exerciſe tte works of Charity, they forſaking the Church 
) „ and leading their lives in Countries far hence) hath put off 
her Stole or Robe of pleaſure; and fallen to the ground, be- 
«. wailing the loſs of her Widowhood, and there is none among 
all her Friends and Lovers that will comfort her. Verilyz. 
+ whilſt we, beheld this, and conſidered diligently, the prick of . 4 
« pity did move our Bowels aüd the Sword ef compaſſion did . 1 
Eardiy wound our Heart very ſore, that we could no lon- : 1 
ger diſſemble ſo great injury done to our Mother the Church, 
„nor pal> the ſame over uncorrected. e 
Wherefore we command and ſtrictly charge you, that all 
« occaſions fet ſide, you endeavour to remeve yourſelves with 
4 all poſſible ſpeed unto your ſaid Church, and there per/onally 
© to execute the paſtoral charge committed unto you in the 
„ fame. Otherwiſe we will you to know for certainty, that if 
„ you have not a care to do this, we will wholly take into our eo 
«© hand; all the temporal good: and whatſoever elſe doth belong 
e unto the Barony of the ſame Church; which for ſpiritual Ex- 
10 « erciſe therein it is certain our Prgenitors out of a godly De- 
8 & yotion have beſtowed thereupon: And ſuch Goods and 
© Duties which we have cammanded hitherto to be gathered, and 
«ſafely kept and turned to the profit and commodity of the 
„ ſame Church, the cauſe now ceaſing, we will ſeize upon and 
5 «4 ſuffer no longer that he ſhall reap Temporal things which  _ 
3 &« feareth not unreverently to withdraw and keep. back ſpiritual | of 
n * things, whereunto by Office and Duty he is bound, or that he 
* & ſhall receive any profits which refuſeth to undergo and bear 
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leges; and being thankful to him, by whom king's 
reign; * for what is already. obtained, they are not 
diſcouraged from looking forward, in hope that by 
the further ſpreading of goſpel light, the remaining 


ſhackles on religious liberty, will be broken and 


done away; and that as no man is now required by 
law perſonally to unite, in any form of worſhip in 
which he hath no faith; fo no man may. be compel- 


led to contribute in any manner, in ſupport of the 


ſame ; © for whatſoever is not of faith is fin ”t 


Contemplating in this heavenly proſpett, when 
the minds of the - rulers ſhall be ſo enlightened that 


they ſhall break the yoke of an impolcd and impo- 


ſing eee off che necks. of the people. I. 
to inſert an extract from a poem 7 on 


was induce | 
the flavery of the Africans, and in ſome degree 
adopt and apply it to ſpiritual flavery in the oppreſ- 


ſion 


i 4 
j 


1 j ; 22 


V Proverbs viii.—- 185. + Rom. xiv,—23. 
1 And thou, O KING! (whoſe late affliction preſt 
With loyal ſorrow an the nation's breaſt, _. 2, od 

But to thy people and thy health reftor'd, 
Through tears of joy they view their royal Lord) AT 

* Would'| thou, oh king, ſtretch forth thy gracious hand, 
Fill'd with the regal enfign of com | n op I 
And break of ſlavery the galling chain, e 
In every clime that owns thy gentle rein; 8 
Stop the dire trade the ſelfiſh merchant drives 
In men, and ſtamp a value on their lives. 


Sure this would bring a benediction down, V ri fy „ 
And caſt a ſacred glory round thy crown, - 7 
Ol purer ſplendour, and more laſting far, | 59, 1 
AI Than diamends, gold, or all the ſpoils of war. SAO a 6k Sb 
Then Europe's tardy princes, fir d to ſee, . 


Thy righteous deeds may ſeek to copy thee; 
Then would thy name through future ages ſhine, - :- 
The firſt in virtue of the Brunſwick line. 


— - 


In realms of liglit a crown without the care, 


And when (while England weeps) thou go'ſt to ſhare | LEE 


What joy for thee a grateful crowd to know, _ 8 
Whom thy juſt hand enfranchis d here below ! jj 


An Appeal ts England, by T. Willtnſom * 


at different times ſewn itſelf, (in ſome of the clergy) 
it has found no encouragement from the. Govern- 
ment, which preſerves to them the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of their religious meetings, with other-prive- 
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fon of tithes and other exaftions, on account of reli. 
gion; ſo repugnant to that * Grace and Truth which | 


came by Feſus Clirijt, * Our ſrec teacher; 3 

SG. Markham oblerves (page 10,1“ They Found 
all eccleſiaſtical, miniſlxy upon the influence of the 
holy ſpirit, which ſay they is not at our command, 
nor to be procured by. udy. Well if this be not 


 found-why..does not G.. M. refute it, and ſay what is 


the foundation of the miniſtry ? The reaſon that I 
conceive for his ſilence, is the fame that operated 
with the jewiſh prieſts, When Chriſt aſked them 


% Whence was the baptiſm of John”; they realon- 
ed among chemſelves, and feared to give an. anſyer, 


leaſt which. ſoever way they lpoke i it mould turn to 
their own condemnation. 

As G. Markham's miniſtry is R in a acc 
fon through the Church, Rome, his call is conſiſtent 


with his maintenance, which is alſo derived ſrom 


thence; but the people called Quakers believe that 
the true golpel miniſtry is neither fo far fetched, nor 
obtained through ſuch corrupt channels, nor at ſo 
great expence. They beheve in that declaration of 


Chriſt, that he is with his church, © to the end of the 
| wor ld, 4 they dont merely proſeſs to believe in the 


ferimores, and at the ſame time deny. the truths 
therein declared, by ſay ing, as ſome pretended 


chriſtians do, that there is now no immediate com- 


munication between Chriſt. and his Church; but 
they verily believe and'/know that where two or three 
are really gathered in his name, there he is in the 


midſt of them ;{ (and this is the true Church in all 
nations); they alſo believe that * as the Father 
raiſeth up the dead and quickneth them; even ſo 
the ſon quickneth whom he will” ; || and this quick- 
ening power is the fountain of all goſpel maniſtry, 


and of all true knowledge, in heavenly. myſteries ; 
and without this, the * are a ſealed book 
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* bent 15—17. + Matt, xxi,—25. 4 Matt. a8 20. 
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both to the learned and the unlearned. * But man- 
made miniſters, who claim their miſſion by ſucceſſion 
from Rome; their qualifications from the colleges, 
and their ſupport and wages from the Civil Power, 
are repreſenting the chriſtian religion below the le- 

al difpenſation, and in the fulleſt manner © denying 


8 *n . * ; ' . . 
that Chriſt is come in the fleſh,” T (however in 
words and creeds they may mee to profeſs him;) 


and hereby (ſaid the apoſtle) © know we the ſpirit of - 
truth and the ſpirit of: errar." © © 
Dnder the law, even in the wilderneſs, the Lord 
went before Iſrael in a pillar of a cloud by day, and 
a pillar of fire by night; he ſpoke unto Moſes and 
the prophets, and the prieſts enquired of the Lord 
by Urim; thus indeed, the' © firſt houſe? was glori- 
ous, but the“ latter 0 45 was to be more glorious ; 
But where now is the glory of the chriſtian church- 
es, ſo called? How much below the legal diſpenſa- 
tion have they fallen? even miniſters are prattically 
& denying the Lord that bought them;” 4 denying 


His preſence and power in his church, forſaking him 
the fountain of living waters, and attempting to ſup 


ply the people out of broken ciſterns, ꝓ of- human 


conſtruction; but theſe teachers are wells without 


water, and clouds that are carried with a tempeſt, 
to whom the miſt of darkneſs is :reſerved for ever; f 
ſcattering the dry and airy dottrines of heathen 


philoſophy in a tempeſt of words, which darken 


counſel, but yield no true knowledge, What right 


Have any to lay claim to the goſpel, or to © call Je- 
ſus, Lord“ J; who are thus denying him to bean 


"Lhe high prieſt over the houſe of God” v a qualifier 


for every office, (independent of all human appoint- 
ment); and “ head over all things to the church, 
which is h:s body, the fullneſs of him that filleth all 
in all.“ tt i 5 ee 


* Iſaiah xxix,—11, 12. +1 Johniv,—2. f Ibid6, 
i Peter il,—1, + Jet. ii, — 13. ( 2 Pet. ii,—17. | 1 Cor. xiig—3. 
: 1 2 Peter li, 17. * Heb, 31. 5 tt "Eph. I,—22, 23, 


Now 


3 


e not a nominal, titular, or merely honorary 
head, at a distance from his body ; and repreſented 
by an earthly head; (nor are his ministers pans, 


their commiſſion by a: ſucceſſion) eighteen hundr 


years old, as if his arm was now ſhortened; i) mo 
not only head over all, but flleth all in all. 


„Where then is the: wiſe, where is the ſcribe, 
where is the diſputer of this world? Where are 


the learned who are pretending to teach heavenly 
things in the way and words of man's wiſdom; + hath 
not the Lord choſen © the fooliſh: of this world 


to confound theſe Babel builders; yea, is not their 
own language confulion : there has been council. 
against council; biſhop against biſhop; doctor 
against doctor, forming conjettures' in their carnal 


minds, ſuited to the ſupport of their earthly church. 


es, and worldly advantages; but the evidence of the 
christian religion stands on a better foundation, 
equally ſecure from the aſſaults of Deists and ſpe- 


culative christians, (who are practical unbelievers); 


for No faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for 
: the"evidence of things not ſeen”; { and this evidence 
and this faith, which the apostles preached was nigh 
in the mouth and in the heart; that (laid Paul) is 
the word of faith which we preach. And Chriſt 
faid “J am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly.” I. What 


. falſe teachers then and miſerable comforters are 


theſe who, tell us we muſt have it more ſparingiy, 
than thoſe who lived under the law, building up the 


people in types and ſhadows, human, traditious, and 
carnal ordinances; ** returning again to the © beg- 


garly elements;” I out of which Chriſt hath re; 


T0 1 Cor. i,—202 - + rx Cor. "Ter | 4 w. 27. | 
| ; oY Heb, Ix,——10, 11 Gal. iv,—9 


deemed 


Now here is the office of Christ in the true 
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deemed his church and people; but the commu- 
nion of. ſaints ſtandeth not in theſe things, Chriſt 
having “ hlotted out the hand writing of ordinan- 
ces,“ which were a ſhadow of things to come: how 
Jong then will ye. degrade the ſubſtance and exalt 
she ſhadow, profeſling divinity as a human ſcience, 
after the firſt Adam, * of the earth, earthy,” (in the 
Fallen nature) but denying-the. office of the fecond 


Adam, che Lord. from beaven a . quickening: Mi- 


vit. J . 
«The rn of n is a 7M -giving principle; 
hear the teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf? He that be- 
lieveth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers:of 
iving water; then adds the evangeliſt, + But this 
ſpake he of the ſpirit, which they that believe on 
bim ſhould. receive.) This is the ſuperior excel- 
lency of the goſpel; diſpenſation; this is the new 
covenant, the divine law written in the heart”; 34 
5 an undlion you the holy one,” which things the 
angels deſire to look into, eyen * the Holy Ghoſt 
ſent down from Heaven“: ++ Chriſt having led 5 
n captive, and given gifts unto men. 4 | 
Yet ſay Univerſity. Doctors, (in oppoſition to 
aheſe and other clear teſtimonies of holy writ,) the 
Lord hath. committed his whole will and word to 
-writing; and the qualification for the miniſtry is not 
as formerly, by the ſpirit ; but the, ſcriptures are 
now to be underſtood, and. expounded by human 


learding. and ſtudy; but herein alſo they contraditt 


theiteſtimonies of the firſt reformers; as well as the 
_— ſcriptures. 


John 
+ Gal, 11,—14. 45S 1 Cor. xv. 47. Fes 1 1 Gor. *.—45. 
John vii. —38, 39. 1 See Jer. xxri,—33 . 4 Heb. viii, —10. 
ONE. Jo i1—20. 


Do angels deſire to * into the groveling diſpenſation of 
Ariſtotle, or the rudiments of other 4eathen authors, in which 


\ univerſity graduates are ſo much employed, in order to their 
qualification for chriftian miniſters. | | 


— 


71 I Peter 1 8 T Eph. iv,—8. 


— 


1 : 


1 Wickliff, the maſter of a college, called a 
great Clerk, and eſteemed as learned us any of his 
time, ſaw che inſufficiency of theſe: human ſtudies, 


and the all-ſuficiency' of divine grace, to prepare 
and qualify the. moſt illiterate; 4 One idiot (ſaid | 
he,) through the help of the grace of God, doth 


more good in the church, than many graduates i > 


the ſchools and colleges; and Cod's . yo 
ſuch, doth more profit the community o 
ful, than all he univerſities, and all their ſtudies 5 


the faiths 


and privileges.“ 

He further ſaith, 5 He whoſe heart is full of love. 
comprehendeth. without any error the manifold 
abundance and largeſt teaching of God's ſeripture.“ 

John Hus ſaith, Anti-chriſt hath ſeduced all car- 
nal chriſtians from divine wiſdom, which is full of 
ſalvation and the holy ſpirit, to the wiſdom and ſci- 
ence of men. T 

Luther ſays, no man ſees one jot or title of the 


x ſeripcures, but he that hath the ſpirit of God. 


Finally, Christ is the door into the ſheep-fold, 


the ſhepherd of the 4 and the qualifier and imme- 


diate appointer of all ſub-ſhepherds, by his own ſpi- 
rit, , wiſdom, and power; and whoſoever aſſumes 
any other qualification, is he that elimbeth up ſome 
other way, and © the ſame is a thief and a robber”, & 
whoſe voice the ſheep know not, and: therefore m 
pee not the people.“ 

At the bottom of page 10, G. M. is weak: n 
to charge on the Quakers a breach of that ſerip- 


ture, which enjoins the love of our neighbour, in their 
- withholding tithes from him, becauſe the ſame lau 
which demands the payment of tithes, has denied to 


the e all other means cpa ha coef | 
| This 


's „ Wickiies Faber 5 peſtes knowledge . 
I Hus on the reign of Antichriſt. 
Luther vol, 3d, page 169. e 


$ John 2,—1. | Jer. Xxiii,— 32. 
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(ons 7: Dy 
£ | This i is not only unſound reaſoning, but an untrue 


aſſertion.—The Levites who had no portion in the 
land of Canaan; might have reaſoned thus; but doth 


any prieſt on his entering into orders, either 
up his patrimonyy or deprive himſelf of all the 


nuſactories; 


bited the Woo 3 all 


means of encreaſing it; 


ve 


There are many ways of 
encreaſing property's without keeping ſhops. or ma - 


even * the law 


prohi- 
ds of proſiis and poſ- 


ſeſſions, the la! dots not force the office of prieſthood} = 
upon them; in this they are free agents; at che. 
ſame time. chat «the por whoſe tights they have 


uſurped, have no chice, whethierahey willibe.poor . 
Well map it be ſaid that intereſt-is-blind !. 

At page 14, G. NI. is offended with Councellor 
Richards, hr comparing him to a Jew; 
ing been proved that C. M. has far exceeded 


Or not. 


utmoſt Hounds of the legal diſpenſation, I ſhould 


conceive a Jew might — iS: 
pn of injury in the compariſon. |; :+ „ 5 
At page 23, From the period of my entefing 
nt moment, e 55 
bad any other pleaſures or pain; con- | 
2 cefitordacisfaction than. hat related to the rig s 
f dedrand impoyenithes ke 


*,ingg.facred orders to the. 


. "Inge lis of a defrauc 


* ehurche,, \ bhi 4 
the. avenousdnirit i is. the Ai 
— little occaſion for addition; for if the Whole 

altention, the pleaſure and the pain, was abſorbed. in 
the fleece, there could be no atiention either to the 


er 
1 
3. 4 


+3 


paſturing or watering \ of the ſheep . 


dia with GMs. account.of.his- induction, p 
4, which L have noticed page: 6, and it will, appear oy 
that he is conſiſlent With hiwlelte concluding as he 
begun, clearly pioving, thi 
and the Alpha and Omega of his miniſtry," . 
Some other pallages G. Mo book, may l 


ſeem * Scone or remark ; daß des I be. 


23 % * rom 200 * a : 


thee. theirs | 


omparethe 


t gain is bis religion, | 


but t it have 1 x ff 


4.2 


71 


Th) 
gun this reply, a * Defence”® has been publiſhed by 


the priſoners, (who are now liberated by a ſpecial 


clauſe in the late inſolvent Act,) which containing 
not only a clear and full refutation of G. M's per- 
ſonal charges againſt them, but alto replies to ſome 
of his more general reflections, on the principles of 
the ſocicty, there is the leſs occaſion for addition. 

It is now right to ſay, that whaiſoever herein may 


be deemed in any reſpect improper, is only charge- 


able on the writer; who tho' making a profeſſion 
amongſt the people called Quakeis, has not lub- 
mitted it to the inſpection of any member of that 
ſociety. | 

| A. L. M. 


12th Mo, 1797: 


\ 


See the Reviews of zh Month laſt, 
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